A 27-year relationship
with the land

Welcome to
Shleppinghurst
Gardens—by Georgeanne Davis

T

he road to one of the midcoast’s most magical gardens is dirt track that leads from
Route 52 in Lincolnville and dead-ends at
a graveled parking area. There, a sign requests that
visitors walk from that point on, and a poem handlettered on the sign sets the mood for the journey
ahead:
The wind bloweth where it listeth
And thou hearest the voice thereof,
But canst not tell whence it cometh,
And wither it goeth.
So is everyone that is born of the spirit.
Welcome to Shleppinghurst Gardens, a stunning collaboration between the garden’s designer, Ken Cleaves, and the black granite quarry
where he’s made his home for the last 27 years.
As the garden’s name suggests, for most of those
years Cleaves has been shlepping around tons of
rock and soil to reveal the bones of a beautiful outcropping of Maine granite that he’s transformed
Continued on page 10
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Fine contemporary home located on
over 4 private acres yet close to all of
the amenities of Midcoast Maine.
Sunlight fills this three bedroom home
with versatile room layout. Handsome
front porch to enjoy the summer
breezes.

Offered at $495,000

St. George, Maine

Magnificent property with expansive
field and outstanding easterly and
southerly views. Located just 3 miles
south of the village of Tenants Harbor
the property provides 9.6+/- acres with
600'+/- of frontage on a crescent beach.

Offered at $1,395,000

Owls Head,
Maine

➚

and

➚

HOME
GARDEN

Rockport,
Maine

A truly special place on the Maine coast
to watch the windjammers sail by.
Cape-style 3 bedroom home plus studio
set on 27± acres of fields and woodland
with 675’± of bold, deepwater frontage
overlooking Penobscot Bay & the
Camden Hills.

Offered at $2,300,000

deRochemont Realtors, LLC
141 Main St., Rockland, Maine 04841

207-594-9397
www.derochemont.com
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At Home By the Sea
Featured at Left Bank
Books

GRANITE

COUNTERTOPS
FOR YOUR KITCHEN OR BATH
The Most
Durable and
Beautiful
Countertop
You Can Buy.
Any Size or
Shape, Cut
FERRAIOLO
To Your
Specifications.

28 Gordon Drive, Rockland 594-7346
Rockland
Farmingdale
Monmouth
Topsham
Damariscotta

SAFE CORPORATION

226-7217
582-6356
933-4050
725-8080
563-7704

Concrete Plant
Concrete & Paving Plant
Concrete Plant
Concrete Plant
Concrete Plant

SAFES

We're tougher than we look.

We Have the Right
Safe for You!

Camden photographer Brian Vanden
Brink and Belfast
writer/architect Bruce
Snider will celebrate
the publication of
their newest book, At
Home By the Sea:
Houses Designed for
Living at the Water’s
Edge, at a book signing on Friday, May
2, at 7 p.m. at Left
Bank Books in
Searsport. The party is free and the community is invited. Refreshments will be served.
Published by Down East Books, At Home By the Sea features interior and exterior photographs, floor plans and site
plans for 20 seaside houses from the Bay of Fundy to the
Caribbean, coupled with essays that place the houses in their
architectural, regional and historical contexts. Seven houses from Maine and six from the coasts of Massachusetts and
Rhode Island are featured.
“The appeal of living within sight of salt water runs deep,”
writes Snider in his introductory essay on the history of
coastal architecture. Readers get a tour of nearly two dozen
houses perched at the edge of dry land but completely at
home in their environments, houses that blur the distinction
between interior and exterior spaces.
Included are examples from nearly every era and style:
a Shingle-style cottage in Sorrento, a weathered camp on
Southport Island, a classic whaling captain’s home, a Norwegian-influenced cottage on North Haven. The designs run
from “saltwater farmhouses in Greek Revival white” to
“glass-walled Modernist houses that reflect the contemporary taste for immersion in nature.”
Friends and colleagues for over 25 years, Snider and Vanden Brink first met when they worked in the same office
building in Rockport. Snider is now a senior editor of Custom Home magazine. Architectural photographer Vanden
Brink has been featured in Architectural Digest, Architectural Record, Coastal Living, Cottage Living, Metropolitan
Home, and the New York Times Magazine, among many others, as well as in numerous books.
At Home By the Sea is the second volume in Down East’s
At Home series, the first of which was At Home in Maine:
Houses Designed to Fit the Land. Both books will be available at the book signing. To reserve a signed copy of either
title or for information about the event, call 548-6400.

Come see the experts before
you make your purchase

Photographer Brian
Vanden Brink and
writer/architect
Bruce Snider

We offer the finest in
fire & burglary protection
738 MAIN STREET • ROCKLAND
MON.-FRI.
8 AM - 5 PM

594-4750

FREE LOW-e AND ARGON GAS!!!
With Harvey Comfort Plus
From Pen-Bay Glass

Call us Today for an Estimate!
ON ORDERS PLACED
st
st

April 1 – May 31

For more information, visit www.energystar.gov

Pen-Bay Glass, Inc.
Rte. 1, Rockland-Thomaston Line, Rockland • 594-0766
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BEAT THE HEAT
AND INSURE
YOUR INDOOR
AIR QUALITY
THIS SUMMER

What You Stand On
Makes a Difference!

with an affordable and efficient
mini-split air conditioning system.

24 Hour
Service

The Flooring Network

Cayouette Flooring

207-563-5147

594-2413 • 210 Park St., Rockland
Sales & Installation • Free Estimates

Mon.-Fri. 9 am-5 pm • Sat. 9 am-4 pm

mnbj

JJust imagine…

a whole tree full of spectacular
sweet-smelling blossoms

30% Off All
Flowering Crabapples
Maine's favorite flowering tree!
All colors available - both weeping and standard.
Offer expires Wednesday, April 30.
Enter to Win a $100 Gift Certificate
Name ______________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________
Phone________________Email __________________________
Bring the completed entry form to Plants Unlimited. Drawings will be held
every Wednesday from previous week’s entries.
FP3

In celebration of our 30 years of serving you, we are
offering 30% off specials throughout the 2008 gardening
season. So, keep your eye on our ads for incredible savings and on our store for beautiful plants and accessories
for your garden.

Rebate Offer
for Mercury
Thermostats

Maine homeowners
can receive a $5 payment by recycling their
old mercury thermostat,
which cannot legally be
disposed of in household trash. In a program initiated under a new Maine law,
thermostat manufacturers will provide pre-paid UPS mailing labels to any homeowner who requests them. The mailing labels allow consumers to ship thermostats to be recycled. In return, the manufacturer provides a payment of $5
for each thermostat received.
The program is operated by Thermostat Recycling Corporation (TRC), an industry-funded nonprofit that recycles
mercury thermostats throughout the continental United
States. Mark Kohorst, executive director of TRC, says, “It
is now not only environmentally responsible, but profitable
for Maine residents to avoid throwing old thermostats in the
trash. Homeowners can obtain mailing labels from us either
by phone or e-mail and we encourage them to do so.”
Homeowners can request a mailing label by calling 1800-238-8192 or sending an electronic request to
trc@nema.org. No special packaging is required to ship the
thermostat, although TRC recommends that it be placed
inside a zip-lock bag and shipped in a well-sealed box.
Homeowners should include the entire thermostat, with
its cover intact, and under no circumstances try to loosen
or remove the mercury bulbs contained inside. After entering a name and return address on the prepaid label, the
homeowner may drop the package at any UPS outlet or call
UPS to arrange pickup.
The TRC recycling facility is located in Golden Valley,
Minnesota. Once the thermostat is received and processed,
the TRC issues a check to the homeowner, which generally arrives within six weeks after the date of shipment. Payments are also provided to contractors who recycle thermostats through their local wholesale suppliers.
“We’re trying to get word of the program out all around
the state,” said Kohorst. “Over time, we hope to work with
some large retailers to make it easy for homeowners to drop
off old thermostats when they shop, rather than rely on the
mail.” TRC is funded by Honeywell, Emerson WhiteRodgers, GE and Nordyne, all of which sold mercury thermostats in Maine when it was legal to do so.
Electronic, nonmercury thermostats have largely replaced
the old mercury variety, which are banned from sale in
Maine and approximately 10 other states. More information can be obtained from the TRC Web site,
www.nema.org/trc.

Composting
Workshop at
Merryspring

Everyone is trying to
live a little “greener.”
One way to cut pollution, keep valuable
material out of the waste
stream, and improve the earth is home composting.
On Saturday, May 3, from 9 a.m. to noon, Merryspring
board member Jim Sady, assisted by Beedy Parker, will lead
a hands-on workshop at Merryspring on how to create a
home composting system. Sady will explain the layering
and turning methods that will turn refuse into black gold,
and he will demonstrate how to build an inexpensive wooden compost bin. Anyone who has always wanted to compost but didn’t know where to start, or who is ready to graduate from composting kitchen waste to composting yard
waste can learn from this workshop at Merryspring.
Sady, who has been the caretaker at the Dodge Estate in
Rockport for the past 12 years, follows the organic practices that MOFGA promotes and has seen the rewards of
utilizing their basic principles.
Fees are $5 for members and $7 for nonmembers. Space
is limited, so call 236-2239 to pre-register.
Merryspring is a member-supported, nonprofit nature education center and park located at the end of Conway Road
just off Route 1 by the Hannaford shopping plaza in Camden. For more information, visit www.merryspring.org.

Spring Stove Sale
LIST
PRICE

30
th

Anniversary

Route 1, Rockpor t, Maine

www.plants-unlimited.com

LIMITED TIME
OFFER

Jotul 118

$1,579 $1,189

Jotul 602

$839

$689

Dutchwest $1,550 $1,189
(cast iron) CATALYTIC

Dutchwest $1,350 $1,099
SMALL

Chimney
& Stoves

Located on Rte. 90
Rockland • 596-6496
www.mazzeosinc.com
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Paul Tukey Takes on
Chemicals on the Grass
by Melissa Waterman

“…really good people are doing
really bad things to the
environment.”
“They tell us we are un-American if we let a single dandelion grow on the lawn,” said Paul Tukey, publisher of People, Places and Plants magazine and founder of the
SafeLawns organization. “I want to change the way America cares for its lawns and landscapes. Because really good
people are doing really bad things to the environment.”
Tukey was the keynote speaker at Green Fair held at
Plants Unlimited on Saturday, April 19. While his audience
at the fair was small, his message was grand: homeowners
and lawn care companies need to switch from chemical to
organic treatment of their properties, particularly lawns.
Tukey wrote The Organic Lawn Care Manual, published
in 2007. That same year he worked with others involved
with organic practices to create SafeLawns specifically to
change the way the country treats its lawns and gardens.
The organization was introduced on the National Mall in
Washington, D.C., last April. It was then chosen to renovate four acres of the Mall using organic practices to illustrate the effectiveness of organic rather than synthetic fertilizers and pesticides. SafeLawns has also started a Million
Acre Challenge, with the aim of converting one million acres
of American lawns to organic care by 2010.
Tukey began his talk by explaining the genesis of his
transformation from president of a large lawn care company that used pesticides and chemical fertilizers to promoter of organic practices. Growing up on a dairy farm in Bradford, Maine, Tukey often found his grandmother digging
dandelions or picking fiddleheads to cook up for supper.
“‘It’s good for what ails you,’ she would tell us,” he said.
An uncle, Garry Vandyne, who lives in Rockland, still keeps
a garden and enjoys fiddleheads. “We grew up in the era

New Fertilizer Law
Aims to Cut
Phosphorus Use
A new state law discouraging the use of lawn fertilizer
containing phosphorus is intended to give Maine lakes and
streams a better chance of staying healthy.
Just as fertilizers can help plants grow in yards, the Maine
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) cautions
that fertilizers also can help plants grow in lakes, streams
and bays. Rainwater and melting snow wash fertilizers and
other pollutants from lawns down driveways, from road
ditches into storm drains or directly into nearby waters.
Excess nutrients from fertilizers, particularly phosphorus,
can turn waters green, lead to smelly scums, and rob the
water of its oxygen, potentially causing fish kills.
Maine’s new law, which took effect on January 1, is
meant to discourage the use of lawn fertilizer containing
phosphorus where it is not needed.
According to the University of Maine Cooperative Extension’s Laura Wilson, “Most lawns don’t need phosphorus.
Over 90 percent of lawns tested in the past five years would
not have become greener with additional phosphorus.”
New research shows that a healthy lawn can be achieved
with fewer lawn chemicals. If a lawn is 10 or more years
old, grass clippings, a natural fertilizer for the budget minded, provide enough nutrients in the soil to grow a healthy
lawn, so additional fertilizer is not needed. Younger lawns
may need some nitrogen, but phosphorus is not needed.
“If a lawn doesn’t need fertilizer and phosphorus in particular, don’t apply any,” says Wilson. “Homeowners can
save time and money — and help protect local waters.”
Stores may still sell lawn fertilizers containing phosphorus, providing they post a sign stating these restrictions on
its use:
1) Only use phosphorus when starting a new lawn, overseeding, reseeding or
2) When a soil test from a laboratory indicates that phosphorus is necessary.
The law requiring the posting of signs about lawn fertilizers is designed to encourage the consumer to make the
best choice. There are no actual prohibitions on the sale of
particular fertilizers. People fertilizing their gardens (shrubs,
flowers, vegetables) can still use fertilizer containing phosphorus.
The amount of phosphorus in a particular fertilizer is indicated by the three numbers on the package label. These numbers indicate the percent of nitrogen, phosphorus and potash,
in that order. Look for packages where the middle number
is zero, such as 10-0-5, for phosphorous-free fertilizer.
Remember, it’s best to test soil before adding any fertilizer. Soil test kits are available at stores that sell fertilizer, the University of Maine Cooperative Extension offices,
Soil & Water Conservation Districts, or by calling the state
soil lab at 581-3591.
For more information, visit MaineDEP.com on the Web.
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“I want to
change the
way America
cares for its
lawns and
landscapes,”
said Paul
Tukey —
author of The
Organic Lawn
Care Manual
and founder of
SafeLawns —
at the Green
Fair at Plants
Unlimited last
weekend.

when we ate [these things],” recalled Tukey, “We had all the
food we wanted when we were kids.”
But in the early 1990s Tukey was the president of a landscaping company with 800 clients and he used chemicals —
a lot of chemicals — to keep lawns and gardens green and
weed-free. One day he met botanist Dr. Richard Churchill,
who came to a hospital site where Tukey had sprayed a pesticide the day before. “He wouldn’t take my hand,” Tukey
said. “He said, ‘You’re putting down the very chemicals that
cause cancer.’”
Within a year, Tukey found himself in a doctor’s office
suffering from acute chemical sensitivity. “It came from toxic long-term exposure to the chemicals I had been putting
on clients’ lawns,” he said. Later that fall Tukey was standing in a garden center near the chemical pesticides aisle. “I
saw a child on the floor making sandcastles from [the pellets spilled] from a broken bag of weed-and-feed. I said to
the mother standing there that this was a dangerous chemical. She said, ‘They wouldn’t sell it if it wasn’t safe.’”
Tukey began to consider a different way of conducting
his business. The first issue of People, Places and Plants was
published in January 1996. Through the magazine, Tukey
was able to visit many different types of organic farms and
gardening establishments across the country. He met Todd
Harrington, a landscaper in Bloomfield, Connecticut, who
had made a business from organic lawn care for over 20
years. His travels and Harrington’s expertise fed Tukey’s
personal interest in organic methods. His magazine thrived,
a related television program was picked up by the Home &
Garden television channel, and he had a regular gardening
segment with Cindy Williams on the WCHS-6 News.
Yet Tukey was on a self-proclaimed mission. “Did you
know that cotton, which I see many of you are wearing today,
is sprayed with 25 different types of pesticides before it gets
on your back?” he asked the audience. He mentioned the
oft-played “Bug Be Gone” commercial on television in
which a woman, afraid of bugs, is told that the Bug-B-Gone
pesticide kills over 200 different bugs. “Did you know that
in Maine there are just five bugs that can do any damage to
your lawns?” Tukey explained. “I hate that commercial.”
The Environmental Protection Agency’s Web site states that
two-thirds of synthetic fertilizer migrates to groundwater,
surface water or the air and that a full 98 percent of a weedand-feed application goes to something other than lawn
grasses. “And it takes three gallons of oil to make 40 pounds
of [chemical] fertilizer,” Tukey added. Why do we buy the
stuff, he was asked. “Because it’s a billion-dollar industry,” he said. “They care more about the economics than the
environment.”
Through SafeLawns, Tukey hopes to teach people to think
like Mother Nature. The organization received a $150,000
grant from the Land-o-Lakes Purina Corporation to produce
a video showing people how to practice organic lawn care
and what to expect from such practices.
“Fundamentally the problem is that people don’t know
how to do what Mother Nature does every day,” said Tukey.
“Organic gardeners try to implement and nurture the same
kind of systems [as in the natural world]. People need to
understand that the soils need to be every bit as alive as we
are. The creatures in the soil need to eat and breathe and
excrete and reproduce just as we do.”
After his talk, Tukey said that SafeLawns is thriving. The
organization currently is soliciting landscaping companies
that want to become SafeLawns franchisees. SafeLawns’
Web site is full of resources, including sources for organic
pest and weed controls, fertilizers and soil amendments.
Tukey has hope that more and more companies and homeowners will switch to organic lawn care and learn to live
with what the healthy soil produces.

Brookstone Masonry
Outdoor
Fireplaces
Outdoor Grills
Stone & Brick
Veneer
Walkways
Walls

Russian
Stoves
Indoor/Outdoor
Bake Ovens
Fireplaces
Chimneys
Patios

Portfolio & References Available
For More Information

207-713-0789
www.brookstonemasonry.com

For Spring Fever,
It’s Just What
The Doctor
Ordered.
$

2.49 Pack

Celebrate the season with beautiful
bright pansies. It’s one of the fastestacting cures to chase the winter blues
away. And right now, pansies are
specially priced.

DEAN’S FLOWER SHOP
AND
GREENHOUSES
All major credit cards accepted
Mon.-Fri. 8-5 • Sat. 8-4
594-8008 • 1-800-552-1051
325 Old County Road, Rockland, ME
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Maine Couple
Named Nation’s
Outstanding
Tree Farmers
Josiah (Jo) and Kathleen
Pierce of Baldwin, Maine,
have been chosen as the
2007 National Outstanding
Tree Farmers of the Year.
The annual award, given by
the American Forest Foundation, recognizes outstanding sustainable forest management on privately owned woodlands. The Pierces were
chosen as the nation’s best among 87,000 family forest owners in the American Tree Farm System.
Altogether, the Pierces own about 2,000 acres in Baldwin, which is 30 miles northwest of Portland. Some 360
acres have been in the Pierce family since 1785, when Jo
Pierce’s ancestor (who was also named Josiah) left Woburn,
Massachusetts, to work for the town’s namesake, Lloammi
Baldwin. The elder Pierce built sawmills for Baldwin, developed a trade in potash (used as a fertilizer), and started a
general store. Jo and Kathy Pierce now live in the white,
Federalist-style home that was once the store.
As the family grew and spread across the world, many
of them kept returning to spend summers at the homestead.
61-year-old Jo Pierce built a career as a jewelry model
maker in Providence, Rhode Island, before moving to Maine
and taking over active management of the family’s land in
1994. His training for that role, however, began years before.
Pierce recalls discussions with his father, Curtis, who
acquired nearby woodlots to add to the family land in the
1950s and ’60s.
“Taking over was a slow thing,” Jo Pierce says. “My
father and I worked together from the time I was maybe 10.”
The Pierce lands have been certified as a Tree Farm since
1961. Since the 1980s, the family has worked with forester
Rene Noel Jr. of Southern Maine Forestry Services. Their
management plan — which is updated every 10 years and
addresses forest sustainability, soil and water conservation,
wildlife habitat and recreation — is focused on growing
white pine and red oak, two long-lived and high-value native
species. Jo Pierce has done much of the work himself, pruning thousands of trees to make better lumber, and thinning
the forest to give the best trees room to grow.
“People don’t seem to understand the land the way they
did 40 years ago,” Pierce says. “They don’t see it as something that produces crops and income.… The majority of
the population of southern Maine is now urban-oriented.”
That leads to some challenges for the Pierces and other
family forest owners, who have to deal with careless use of
the land by visitors, and truckloads of garbage that have

(207) 372-8049 or 1-877-372-8049
I
EQUAL HOUSING

REALTOR

®
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stgeorge–realty.com
Serving All of Midcoast Maine
“I just love the shape of the land,” says Josiah Pierce,
above. “When I’m out haying, I see the stone walls
my family built [and] the trees my father named
in his childhood.” Josiah and Kathleen Pierce of
Baldwin have been chosen as the 2007 National
Outstanding Tree Farmers of the Year.

been illegally dumped. On the other hand, says Pierce, there
is a growing awareness that local woodlots are, in fact, privately owned. “More than ever, I have people come up to
me and ask permission to use my property.”
Beyond timber, the Pierce lands also provide abundant
wildlife habitat and a place for others to enjoy the outdoors.
The family has even set aside a small island in the Saco River for canoeists and campers. “More and more people are
using the land recreationally,” Jo Pierce says. “I have snowmobile and ATV trails here. People walk their dogs.”
Pierce is looking to the day that timber is not the only
source of revenue from the land. He and his youngest son,
who also lives in Baldwin, recently bought a nearby farm to
start a corporate retreat. He envisions a time when groups
of employees and board members from larger companies
come to Baldwin for planning sessions, team-building and
just to relax. “We are looking at alternative ways to use the
woodland,” he says. “This land has been in my family for
200 years, and we want it to be there in another 200 years.”
Jo Pierce has been quite active in Maine forest issues. He
is a former president of the Small Woodland Owners Association of Maine and was appointed by the governor to serve
on blue-ribbon panels that looked at green certification of
woodland and public use of private land.
“I just love the shape of the land,” says Pierce. “When
I’m out haying, I see the stone walls my family built [and]
the trees my father named in his childhood. I couldn’t live
in a more beautiful place.”
The American Tree Farm System, a program of the American Forest Foundation, promotes sustainable management
of forests through education and outreach to private forest
landowners. About 27 million acres are enrolled in the program, which was founded in 1941.

Fabulous New home, 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, fireplace, radiant heat, hardwood floors
throughout, huge master suite, full radiant heated basement and garage, granite
and cherry kitchen, 1± acres. Also 10' pedestrian r.o.w. to the ocean and the most
perfect view anyone could ever want. Tenants Harbor, $599,995 VIRTUAL
TOUR

New dream home
by local masterbuilder must be
seen to be appreciated: 4,000
square feet of heated area includes the
finest and most luxurious living imaginable, all on a beautiful wooded
Rockport lot
convenient to
everything. Professional landscaping is icing on the cake.
$720,000 VIRTUAL TOUR

Union: Forever views of blueberry fields & Appleton Ridge. Very spacious
Cape on 9.5 acres with kitchen/family room with fireplace, beautiful enclosed
sunporch & private deck. 2 additional finished first-floor rooms with views –
great space for a possible first-floor master suite! Attractive landscaping, privacy, and easy access to Augusta & Rockland. $259,500 VIRTUAL TOUR

Rockland: You’ll be mesmerized by the spectacular ocean views from this
Post & Beam Cape on
Dodge Mountain. Feels
remote, but it's only 5
minutes from shopping &
10 minutes from Rockland harbor. 3 BR, 3
baths; 1st fl. master suite,
laundry & 1/2 bath. Guests
can enjoy 2 BR, bath & den in finished basement. A VERY GREEN HOME: passive solar heat, large woodstove, superior insulated walls, Andersen windows &
more… Come see this home! $439,000 VIRTUAL TOUR
Tenants Harbor: Private
location.
Cathedral ceilings. Skylights. First floor Master.
Fieldstone fireplace. Hot
tub. Low
maintenance…Imagine the
possibilities! $399,995
VIRTUAL TOUR
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Amazing home, awesome views, superb condition, great
location; 3+ bedrooms, Count Rumford fireplace, private
guest quarters, and some furniture included. St. George,
$559,000 VIRTUAL TOUR

South Thomaston Three units: one 3-bedroom, 2-bath home with fireplace and
garage in excellent condition; one 1-bedroom, 1-bath rental; and one 3-bay garage
with ample storage on second floor. All on 2.5 beautiful wooded acres. This is a
very special property on the corner of Cottage Lane and Spruce Head Road. A real
goodie $398,995

Otis Point, St. George: Fine home with 33' ROW —
nice beach and deep water access. Cedar shingles,
Andersen 400s windows, 2 farmer porches with
Timber Tech decks. Two rooms still need to be finished
inside. Sailor’s paradise on mile-wide river. $259,000

PEGGY CROCKETT
Associate
Broker
Realtor®

Tenants Harbor: Water view, 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, new
kitchen, fireplace, wood floors, 3.5 acres, great spot, short
walk to town boat landing. $425,000

F E AT U R E D P R O P E R T Y

Rockland Waterfront: Enjoy active Rockland harbor from your immaculate, spacious 3-bedroom, 3bath waterfront home with spectacular Rockland harbor views from all living areas. Steps from Samoset
golf course, health club, Rockland breakwater, and
shopping. Hot tub room with ocean views. Plenty of
room for a home office or guest suite. Mooring
included. $649,000

Martinsville: Two-bedroom ranch
with full basement. Plus, a threebedroom mobile home. Two wells, two septics,
garage, 4.16 acres. Near Drift Inn Beach. $360,000

PINNACLE OF ROCKLAND
WATER VIEW

360-degree
panoramic views
of Penobscot Bay,
Mt. Washington
& Camden Hills.
5 minutes from town yet you’ll feel like you’re a world away…
2776 sq. ft. of finished living space, this home offers an ocean
view office or 1st floor bedroom, 1st fl. bath & laundry, open
kitchen–living room with 2 wood fireplaces & spectacular
views. Grand MBR suite w/whirlpool-style tub, walk-in shower, and 2 Sheepscot River Pottery sinks. Plenty of room for
guests or extended family. $619,000 VIRTUAL TOUR

The Harbor Beach House offers a 33’ living room with granite fireplace, hardwood floors
and magnificent ocean views. The new kitchen features honed granite counters, stainless
appliances and enters onto a large deck for entertaining. Four Bedrooms, three glorious
new baths including master suite and dressing room. First floor bedroom and bath.
Over 500’ of frontage at the head of Tenants Harbor — stunning harbor, island and
ocean views plus its own sandy beach. A real gem at $1,285,995

EXCEPTIONAL VALUE

Views from all rooms in this Tenants Harbor
Village home. Wonderful Garrison Colonial style
home within a stone’s throw of the water. ROW
comes with this treasure. Large formal rooms, finished with care, quality construction. $697,995

St. George: Mini-farm, 3 BRs, workshop,
barns, gardens and all on 1.3 pretty acres. This
property has a 104' ROW to salt water cove.
Perfect for canoeing or kayaking. Sweet and
affordable at $152,555

Rare opportunity to own a
piece of historic
Monhegan
Island. Comfortable 4 bdrm saltbox located atop one of
the Island's highest points. Exceptional panoramic views
of the harbor and beyond from your private 2nd story
deck. House has excellent rental history. Motivated Seller
Asking $590,000

SALE PENDING

South Thomaston: Classic Maine house with ageless
charm, stark beauty, 25 feet of waterfront on Seal
Cove. $355,000

Port Clyde: Walking distance to Drift Inn
Beach, Marshall Pt. Lighthouse and Port
Clyde Village. This immaculate, stick-built
home features easy 1-floor living w/2 bedrooms, 1 bath, 1st flr. laundry & attached 2car garage. Excellent condition. $195,000

New Drilled Well and Septic System!
Charming historic 2-bedroom Cape on lovely
1-acre surveyed lot. On Ridge Road in Tenants
Harbor village (Town of St. George) just two
miles from Drift Inn Beach. Room for garage or
studio. Beautiful, mature landscaping!
$158,000

L A N D
South Thomaston, Norton Drive. 10 acres off cul de sac. Driveway started. Less than 1 mile from town dock. Good land. $79,000
Tenants Harbor, Harts Neck Rd. 1.55 acres with well, septic, shed, driveway, concrete foundation. Old mobile will be towed away
NEW LISTING
by seller. Restrictive covenants in place. No mobile homes allowed in subdivision. $74,900
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Golden Hand
Decorating Service

Union 74 Adult Ed Offers
Bar Harbor Garden Tour

& Midcoast Blinds

Midcoast Blinds
Hunter-Douglas Duette®, Silhouette®,
Wooden Blinds, Woven Woods, Shutters

IN-HOME CONSULTATION
Decorating - Custom Draperies - Cushions - Slipcovers - Roman Shades

Call Judy Grossman at 236-0765 for an appointment

Asticou Azalea Garden
in Bar Harbor

Knowledgeable, Friendly Service ALWAYS!
On Rte. 90, West Rockport • (207) 236-0765

School Union 74 Adult Education invites
area residents to pack a bag and join a tour
of some of Bar Harbor’s most beautiful gardens. Participants will enjoy two days of garden and nursery visits complete with expert
advice from tour guide, gardener and landscape designer Diantha Robinson.
The overnight trip begins on Saturday,
June 21, with pickups for the bus ride in Wiscasset, Damariscotta and Waldoboro; the estimated return time is between 6 and 7 p.m.
Sunday. Each stop of the tour promises vistas of water, trees and flora. Stroll stone walking trails at the Asticou Azalea Garden,
where rhododendrons and azaleas splash the
landscape with color. Discover a botanical
library and period rooms in the old summer
house at the center of Thula Garden. Learn
to identify plants native to Maine while vis-

iting the Wild Gardens of Acadia. Enjoy the
many shades of green at the Fernwood Nursery and Gardens.
Register now and the cost is $135 per person, double occupancy. This price includes
bus, guide, accommodations at Bar Harbor
Regency Hotel, full buffet breakfast on Sunday and entrance fees. The cost for registrations received after May 1 is $150. Single-occupancy rates are $200. A $5
nonresident fee applies in each instance. The
trip is a collaborative event between MSAD
40 Adult Education and Union 74 Adult Education.
For more information or to register for the
Bar Harbor Garden Tour, call Union 74 Adult
Education at 563-2811, e-mail aded74@midcoast.com or visit the Web site at
www.schoolunion74.org/adulted.

Maine Association of Realtors
Sponsors YouTube Contest

— walkway up to the Good Tern Co-op
in Rockland WWW.DANKIRCHOFF.COM

MY FATHER
When my father arrives, the land is gray.
He comes with shovels, buckets and his workers,
But most importantly he comes with flowers
and plants.
He looks the land over, then he begins.
He makes the land that was once gray
a beautiful place to be.
Catherine Donlin

The Maine Association of Realtors
(MAR) is encouraging people in Maine to
show why they love — or why they want —
their piece of Maine by entering the “Your
Piece of Maine” YouTube contest. A grand
prize of $20,000 will be awarded along with
one $5,000 prize and eight $1,000 prizes.
Videos up to three minutes in length can
be submitted; contest details can be had by
visiting yourpieceofmaine.com. The contest
began earlier this week and ends June 2.
Winners will be announced before June 30.
“The Your Piece of Maine YouTube contest is all about getting people to start talking about home ownership. It’s a way for
people who love living in Maine to share

how great it is for them now, or how it would
be great if they had a piece of Maine to call
their own,” says realtor Michelle Flaherty,
spokesperson for the Your Piece of Maine
contest.
“In conversations with friends and clients,
I consistently hear that people just want a
place that they can personalize — and
whether that means planting a garden, painting walls, designing the perfect kitchen, ripping up carpet to expose hardwood, or building a doggy door, the common theme is that
you’re pretty restricted in a rental situation.
When it comes to owning, your friends are
doing it, your parents did it, and now you can
too,” says Flaherty.

FULL SERVICE LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE
TEL (207) 354-0661
Member of Maine Landscapers & Nursery Association • Maine Certified Landscape Professional

COASTAL FUEL
Gas Grills

Pease Insurance Agency
Childs, Sales
Austin Childs,Austin
Sales
Jason Foster, Sales
Tammra Ferraiolo,
Office
Manager
Ferraiolo,
Tammra
Office Manager,

Commercial Account
Agent Account Agent
Commercial
BUILT
H!
TOUG

Sara Watts,
Personal
Account Agent
Sara Watts, Personal
Account
Agent
Rebecca Norwood,
Becky Howard,Customer
Personal
Account
Agent
Representative
Service
Overlock,
Kathy Customer
Rebecca Norwood,
Commercial Account Agent
Service Representative

The Most Durable Grill Known to Man
Broilmaster builds the most durable grills
known to man and, as proof of that,
we offer one of the most comprehensive
warranties in the business.
Check one out today!

Other Models In Stock!

140 PARK ST. ROCKLAND
594-2268
Mon.-Fri. 7:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Sat. 7:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

s r

s r

r

TM

r

TM

L.P. Cooker Rentals &
L.P. Gas & L.P. Tanks
FULL SERVICE GAS & DIESEL FUEL
FULL SERVICE OR SELF SERVICE CAR WASH

Austin has been selling Commercial Insurance for more than 30 years. He
sincerely enjoys working one on one with each client using his experience
Austin
has been
selling
Commercial
Insurance
for more
than 30
years. HeCommercial,
sincerely enjoys
to assess
each
businesses'
needs:
Small
Business
Owners,
working one on oneMarine,
with eachHealth,
client using
his
experience
to
assess
each
business
s needs:
Life & Financial Services.
Small Business Owners, Commercial, Marine, Health, Life & Financial Services.
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Sara
& Becky
love tothe
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opportunity
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and offer
you
a new
on your
auto,
boathome,
and more!
home,
auto,quote
motorcycle,
a new quote
on your
offer you
motorcycle, boat and more!
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Make remodeling
dollars pay off
in buyer’s market

L U M B E R & H A R D WA R E

Tough Sell

E.L. SPEAR, INC.

— by Vicky Katz Whitaker

A

homeowner wants to
sell, but the kitchen
yearns for a makeover, the
exterior needs a new coat of
paint, windows rattle in the
slightest breeze and the bathroom has seen better days.
When buyers were plentiful
and affordable homes were in
short supply, sellers could look
forward to recouping most if not all of the
thousands they plunked down for major interior renovations like a new kitchen or bath, in
anticipation of a fast turnaround once they
their put their houses on the market. That’s no
longer true, housing experts say.
In today’s crowded buyer’s market, it’s not
what’s done on the inside of a home that matters. What counts is curb appeal, what the house
looks like from the outside. Upgraded siding,
wood replacement windows or a new wood
deck can bring in would-be buyers, but a seller can’t count on getting the heady 90-percent
or better return on their investment that up until
recently helped define the seller’s market.
That’s borne out in the results of the 10th
annual “Remodeling Cost vs. Value” study
conducted by Hanley Wood LLC, a company that monitors and reports on housing and
construction industry trends. The study, available online at www.costvsvalue.com, compares remodeling costs with resale values in
60 markets nationwide.
The results, covering 29 typical midrange
and upscale remodeling projects in nine U.S.
regions, are based on information gleaned
from remodeling contractors and suppliers
and nearly 3,000 National Association of
Realtors (NAR) sales agents, brokers and
appraisers who responded to an e-mail survey. Supplied with project descriptions, construction costs and median home prices for
each city, they were asked to estimate the value the remodeling projects would add to a
house at resale in the current market.
“Realtors visit hundreds, if not thousands
of homes with their buyer-clients each year,
and have a unique understanding of what
home buyers value in their local markets,”
explains NAR senior public affairs associate
Stephanie Singer, who tracks consumer trends.
The study found that nationally, homeowners who spent about $10,000 to $13,000 to
replace existing siding with upscale products
made of fiber-cement or foam-based vinyl
recouped 88 percent of the cost when the
home was sold. Adding a $10,000 wood deck
or allotting $12,000 to about $20,000 for
wood window replacements returned 85 percent and 81 percent, respectively.

Thursday, April 24, 2008

SINCE 1900
10 Payne Ave. (U.S. Rte. 1) – Rockland • Tel. 594-4331

GRILLS

❊
❊
❊
❊

Gas
Charcoal
Smokers
Accessories

In today’s buyer’s market, homeowners
who up their curb appeal with wood
replacement windows will see an 81percent return on their investment, according to the latest Remodeling Cost vs. Value
study. PHOTO COURTESY OF PELLA

The only interior project returning more
than 80 percent of its cost was minor kitchen
remodeling. While there are regional price
differences, nationally, home sellers recouped
83 percent of an average $21,185 outlay to
update an outmoded kitchen, redoing countertops, replacing cabinet doors and pulls with
raised panel wood fronts and new hardware.
An energy-efficient wall oven and cooktop,
a mid-priced sink and faucet, a new laminate
floor, repainting trim and wallpapering are
included in the cost.
Ironically, even though the recoup rate is
78 percent of what is spent, a $16,000
midrange bathroom-remodeling project continues to be popular among home sellers.
That kitchen and bath remodeling and other home improvements have declined in value has not gone unnoticed by kitchen and bath
industry expert Ed Pell, manager of market
research for the National Kitchen and Bath
Association (NKBA). Pell points out that as
recently as 2005, 10 of 22 projects tracked
in the annual Cost vs. Value Report returned
more than 90 cents on the dollar. That hasn’t
stopped the home remodeling industry from
growing, says Pell. In 2007, homeowners
spent $70.2 billion on remodeling bathrooms,
a 3.5-percent increase from the previous year.
The number of kitchen remodeling projects
was up, too. That doesn’t come as a surprise
to veteran home remodeler Dean Herriges,
head of an NKBA-certified kitchen and bath
remodeler. Some homeowners are having second thoughts, he says, putting plans to sell on
hold while they weigh other options, including remodeling or putting an addition on their
existing homes.
Bargain-hunting home-buyers would do
well to talk to a home-improvement contractor before they make an offer, he adds. Most
remodelers will offer a professional opinion
free of charge.
© Copley News Service

Store Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 7:00-5:00
Sat. 7:30-4:00
Sun. 9:00-4:00

“THE BUILDERS CHOICE FOR 108 YEARS”

Give your home

WOW!
gifts • bath boutique • home accents • decorative hardware
403 Main Street, Rockland • 9-5 MON.-SAT. • 594-5333

www.handleithardware.com
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Schleppinghurst Gardens

continued from page 1
Daphnes
in bloom

The serpent on
Serpent Path

into a three-and-a-half-acre meditation on
stone, moss, lichen, plant and water.
Cleaves originally bought the land where
he lives and gardens because he wanted to
quarry stone with which to build a home. He
and his former wife, Barbara, had spent several years as caretakers on Mosquito Island,
located in the Mussel Ridge just offshore
of Martinsville, on the St. George peninsula. The island has its own quarry where, it’s
rumored, block was cut and shipped to
Thomaston and used in the building of Maine
State Prison. The house that Cleaves lived in
on Mosquito was also built of stone quarried
there. As it turns out, Cleaves never got
around to building his stone house, opting
instead to build with timber he cut on the
land, while the quarry and surrounding cedar
swamp and marsh have been incorporated
into his Japanese-inspired woodland garden.
While Shleppinghurst has elements of
Japanese gardens, incorporating the graveled
paths, stone groupings and sculptures, rock
formations, dry stone
walls and waterfalls of
traditional Japanese
design, possibly its
most outstanding feature is the way in
which the land has dictated what Cleaves
should do with it. The
question that recurs
most frequently while
touring the grounds is
“Did you do this, or
was it here?” And quite
often the answer is that
Cleaves saw something in an outcropping
or a grove of trees that
told him to refine or
alter it so that it shows
its best features. In some places this has meant
bringing in heavy equipment and excavating
an outcropping several feet below the soil line,
revealing dips and seams that were formerly

hidden. In other places it’s
meant clearing surrounding
trees until a small grove of
slender birches stands alone
along a ridgeline, glowing
white above the dark stones
below.
The gardens are a work
in progress, with Cleaves
continually adding rock
features or new plantings.
He has few flowers, or
flowering shrubs, and says
he likes to have just one
thing blooming at a time.
This week a couple of
daphnes were putting out
hazy pink and white blossoms, and forsythia and
daffodils would soon follow. In early April
the garden’s colors are the greys of the stone,
green of softwoods and moss, the white
found in the birches, along with an occasionKen
Cleaves

al splash of red and yellow osier
dogwood twigs. In his spare
palette, Cleaves emphasizes form
over flower or color, as seen in a
row of corkscrew willows, a sturdy pinus rigida tucked into the
cleft of a rock, or a stunted witch’s broom
hemlock pruned into a prostrate shape that
looks as if it were carved by the wind.
The work of caring for Shleppinghurst is
never-ending because, says Cleaves, “A garden needs to be crisp.” Despite their natural
appearance, the stone and brick paths must
be weedwacked, and mowing takes three
and a half hours during the height of the season. Cleaves works as a gardener at a private estate in Rockport, where he also mows,
and in fact, says Cleaves, mowing is “the
most consistent job I’ve ever had.” He’s been
mowing lawns since he was a young boy
growing up in Woods Hole, Massachusetts.
He was always reading garden catalogs as a
child and at age 12 tore out his mother’s
privet hedge and replaced it with a garden.
In addition to the light garden chores,
Cleaves also moves stone by himself, using
a come-along, rollers and pry bars to shlepp
huge fragments of granite around. Sometimes, when a piece is too large to move, he

drills it and splits it into smaller pieces. The
drilled piece might become part of a wall, a
step or a bench. One seemingly natural basin
that was part of the original quarry is rimmed
with huge headstone-sized chunks of black
granite, all moved out of their original depression by Cleaves and put aside for later use.
Thirteen very vigorous porcupines were living amongst the stones until Cleaves routed
them out by removing their habitat. The black
granite that came from the former Heal’s
Quarry, in operation from 1903 to 1935,
makes handsome grave markers. Cleaves had
a stone polished and carved with the dates of
the quarry and set into the ground as an example of the dressed stone.
Cleaves enjoys being the host for visitors
to his garden; he would never dream of having guests wander at will. He enjoys recounting the garden’s history and receiving comments on his work, some of which he finds
very helpful. “People who don’t know anything about gardening can make really good
suggestions,” he finds, for his ever-changing
work in progress. He encourages garden
lovers to visit when the worst of the bug season has passed — this year Merryspring
Nature Park is sponsoring a tour on Saturday, August 23.

Turnip Rte. 17
and come to
the Thumb
MONDAY–SATURDAY 8-5
SUNDAY 9–3
ROUTE 17, ROCKPORT, MAINE

594-5070
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Real Tractor Performance

You have
seen them
online or
in a catalog…

at lawn tractor prices!

0% for 42
Months
or $300
rebate*

Snowblower*

Rototiller*

Plow*

Now see them
in Person!
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Complete
Kitchen
Displays

• Viking Professional
• Viking Designer Series
• Viking Affordable
Kitchen
• Thermador

• Subzero/Wolf
• Bosch
• GE Cafe
• GE Profile
• Fisher & Paykel

Bagger*

Loader

BX1850
48" mower deck, 3 Cyl. Diesel Engine, 4x4, 2-Range Hydrostatic
Transmission, Rear PTO, 3 Pt. Hitch, Power Steering

Starting at

9,65000

$

*Example: A 42-month repayment term at 0% A.P.R. requires 42 payments of $23.81 per $1,000 borrowed. 0% A.P.R. interest is available to
customers if no dealer documentation preparation fee is charged. Dealer charge for document preparat ion fee shall be in accordance with state
laws. Not available for Rental, National Accounts or Governmental customers. Financing is available through Kubota Credit Corporation,
U.S.A., subject to credit approval. Some exceptions apply. Offer expires June 30, 2008. See your local Kubota dealer for details on these and
other low-rate options or go to www.kubota.com for more information.
*$300 rebate on cash sales only.

• Jennair
• Maytag
• Whirlpool
• Frigidaire Gallery
• GE Clean Steel

Union Farm Equipment
Celebrating Over 58 Years of Quality Sales and Service

“The Friendly Folks” • Established 1949
1-800-935-7999 or 785-4451 • 1893 Heald Highway (Rte. 17), Union
Mon.-Sat. 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Open ALL Day Saturday • www.unionfarmequip.com

Lorrie Larson, Jennika Lundy and Kelly Zeiner have recently
formed a professional real estate team, and their motto is
“Service Times Three.’’
Trust us, call us, there’s
THREE of us, and we
won’t let you down!

1.2 miles west of Route 17 on Route 90 in Rockport • 594-2929
kelseysappliance@roadrunner.com • www.kelseysappliancevillage.com

SPRING SPECIAL
Kelly

Lorrie

kellyz@midcoast.com
jennikalundy@tcreal.com
lorriez@midcoast.com

Jennika

=

14B School Street
Rockland, ME 04841
(207) 594-4455

Hardware • Lumber • Home Decor
800-244-7134
Ellsworth • Cherryfield • Bucksport • Blue Hill • Machias
Calais • Bar Harbor • Belfast • Camden • Rockland
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Belfast Garden Club’s
Open Garden Days
Begin Soon
Judy Stein’s garden at
39 Battery Road in
Belfast, which will be
open to the public on
Friday, May 9
PHOTOS BY
LYNN KARLIN

he Belfast Garden Club will again sponsor
its “Open Garden Days” this spring and
T
summer. Eighteen private gardens will be

bulbs that will be bursting into bloom in May.
Flyers about Open Garden Days are available throughout Belfast at stores and restaurants,
local bed-and-breakfasts, the
opened to the pubic, one
Belfast Free Library, local
each week, almost every
nurseries and the Chamber
Friday from May 9 to Sepof Commerce Visitor’s Centember 19, from 10 a.m. to
ter. The flyers list all dates
5 p.m. At some, visitors will
and addresses. A more
be offered refreshments, at
extensive brochure with
others, a chance to learn a
directions to each garden and
new technique or hear about
a map will be available at
design decisions, color
Belfast’s Post Office Square.
choices or experiments with
A donation of $3 per pernew plants.
son is requested to benefit
Gardens this year range
the Belfast Civic Beautififrom long-established,
cation projects at the
formal plantings at waterlibrary, town wharf, city
front homes to newly crehall, the Belfast Museum,
ated kitchen gardens wild
City Park Crabapple Allee
with fruiting vines, herbs
and Pavilion, the chapel at
and vegetables. One offerthe town cemetery and Post
ing, an English-style
perennial garden, displays George Holmes’ doorway garden Office Square. A 10-visit
ticket is available for $20
iron and stonework in a in Northport, on the schedule
from garden club members
series of outdoor living for Friday, June 27
spaces. Another, recently planted, attracts at each open garden and on Saturday, May
wildlife and birds to a small pond surround- 17, at two events — the annual garden club
plant sale at the Belfast Boathouse and the
ed by perennial beds and native plants.
Also among the gardens this year is a ter- women’s health fair at the Hutchinson Cenraced hillside overlooking the harbor, a cut- ter on Route 3.
Visit www.belfastgardenclub.org for further
ting garden with varieties both classic and
heirloom, a daylily collection paired with information, or call Martha Block at
hostas and an in-town lot swathed with 800 338-0085.

Waldo SWCD Spring Tree/Shrub Sale
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Now is
a great
time to make
improvements
to your home.
Whether you choose
a Home Equity Loan
or a Line of Credit,
you’ll see we have great
rates. And, we’ll make it
easy for you to get rolling.

The Waldo County Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD) Spring Tree and
Shrub Sale pickup date is Saturday, May 3,
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Waldo County
Tech Center on Route 137 in Waldo.
Order forms have been mailed. Those who
did not receive one and would like to place an
order should contact the district at 338-1964,
extension 3. Some of the items being offered
this year include Wealthy, Braeburn, Honeycrisp, and Keepsake apple trees. Also walnut,
apricot and cherry trees as well as American
cranberry and blueberries are available. A vari-

ety of flowering shrubs — butterfly bush, forsythia, potentilla, weigela, wisteria, dogwood
and mountain ash — as well as arborvitae,
eastern red cedar, Colorado blue spruce,
Scotch pine and balsam fir are available.
Those who have placed an order with the
district should plan on picking the order up
between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. If unable to do so,
they should make arrangements to have
someone pick it up for them.
The Tech Center will be offering a wide
variety of vegetable and flower seedlings for
sale from its greenhouses again this year.

Visit our showroom

We provide installation

and experience the latest

and service,

in elegantly displayed

complimentary design

fixtures, faucets, furniture

assistance and have over

and accessories for your

65 available product

new kitchen or bath

lines displayed in a highly

project in a beautiful and

interactive setting.

relaxing environment.

Come see for yourself…

Showroom Open Monday—Friday, 9 a.m.—5 p.m.
And always by appointment
143 Maverick Street, Rockland
207-594-3291 • www.fixturesme.com
A DIVISION OF A.M. PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.
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Style elevates ever yday life.
The Alustra Collection elevates style.
A collection of window fashions of exquisite detailing, impeccable workmanship
and enduring elegance. See the entire collection of exclusive fabrics,
unique hardware finishes and distinctive details.

Rockport Garden Club
to Host Orchid Talk
On Thursday, May 1, the Rockport Garden Club will
host a slide-show presentation by Leslie Galvin of G&S
Farm in Union titled “Forty Species of Orchids Everyone Should Have in Their Greenhouse” from 1:30 to 2:30
p.m. at the Penobscot Bay YMCA on Union Street in
Rockport. Galvin has been interested in and growing a
wide variety of orchids for over 25 years. She will discuss growing orchids from the most exotic types to the
more common orchids that many might choose to grow
in their homes. Galvin is the co-founder of the Mid Coast
Orchid Society and held the positions of vice-president
and president of the Maine Orchid Society.
Admission is free and refreshments will be served. For
more information, call Trisha Moroz at 236-4813.
T:207-832-4294

FREE Initial Consultation

Barnes Custom
WindowTreatments
“We measure, we install and you relax”

800-310-6830 or 273-4093
1/2 Mile from Junction of Rtes. 1 & 90 in Warren

(Near Moose Crossing)

3220 Route 2, Waldoboro

Taking Real Estate to a Higher Level

Camden

oo

REAL ESTATE
COMPANY

43 Elm St., Camden, ME 04843 207. 236. 6171

~

visit

www.camdenre.com

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITY

for all Maine listings

OCEANFRONT

OCEANFRONT

Belfast~ Impeccable Shingle
Belfast~ Elegant Townhouse w/Rockport ~Fresh Off The Farm~
natural food store/farm stand. Style home, harbor & bay views, open fl. plan, library w/FP, 3-BRs,
Business & Real Estate. $1,695,000 1.25 ac. w/beach. $1,150,000 beach & dock rights. $699,000

2 BUILDINGS FOR
THE PRICE OF 1

RIVERFRONT

WATERFRONT

Lincolnville~ 1 building is 2600 Camden~ On a knoll across from Camden~ Contemporary on
St. George~ 10 rm Contemporary, Chestnut St., Camden~ Classic
w/fieldstone FP, master suite, 2+ home in need of updating. plus SF, the other is 1200 SF. On Rte. 1 Megunticook River. 4-BRs, huge 11 park-like acres. Sunny, 1st
ac., 400’ of shoreline. $1,295,000 sm. cottage & garage. $650,000 near Islesboro Ferry. $595,000 barn, shore frontage. $595,000 fl. BR & garage w/apt. $599,000

BAY VIEWS

RIVERFRONT

NEW

South Thomaston~ 3-BRs,
Camden~ Beautiful 4-BR Colonial, Searsport~ Sunny 3-BR Cape w/ROW to the bay. 1st fl. master rolling lawn down to Weskeag
gorgeous floors, wd trim & crown
River & 2+ acres. $350,000
moulding, deck, 1.55 ac. $465,000 suite, bonus rm, deck. $349,000

COMMERCIAL

NEW

Lincolnville~ Great water value! Rockland Intown~ Gracious, 5Sunny Condo, bay views, 2-BRs, BRs, in-law apt., heated garage/workshop, large lot. $ 3 2 5 , 0 0 0
FP, pool & tennis. $335,000

Camden~ Adorable, 3-BRs,
Rockport~ Busy Rte. 1 business
Lincolnville~ Spacious rooms,
Union~ Multi-purpose building Camden Village~ Charming 2-BR
zoned res./com., many uphome, hrdwd flrs., attchd barn,
location! Office or retail space,
3-BRs, balconies, huge vehicle
w/4,000 SF +/-, loading dock,
NEW possible expansion. $265,000 dates, bring your ideas. $225,000 lots of parking. $189,000
storage & 10 acres. $299,000 parking & high visibility. $295,000
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Sarah Dellos, Grade 7, Thomaston Grammar School, Thomaston

cards • toys
gourmet kitchenware

435 main street • rockland • 594-9246
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worked with Schaal to create the
Hershey Children’s Garden while
she was at the Cleveland Botanical
Garden, recognizes the importance
of meeting the Alfond challenge.
“This grant is an economic catalyst
for the region and the state,” she
explains. “The Bibby and Harold
Alfond Children’s Garden will
attract tens of thousands of visitors
to the gardens yearly. We’re extremely grateful to the Alfond
family, and we guarantee that we will build a children’s
garden that will make them, as well as our members and
visitors, proud and will be beloved by all ages.”
The Children’s Garden and the Lerner Garden of the Five
Senses, the sensory garden slated to open in 2009, are the
major components of CMBG’s Phase II construction. Other aspects of this phase are the expansion of the Shoreland
Garden of Native Plants, the lengthening of the trail that
follows much of the gardens’ mile-long waterfront, a waterfall in the Giles Rhododendron & Perennial Garden, extensive perennial beds in the Cleaver Event Lawn & Garden,
and additional plantings in the Central Gardens.
CMBG celebrated its grand opening season in 2007. More
than 40,000 visitors explored the ornamental gardens and
waterfront and woodland trails on the 248-acre property.
They visited the fine art exhibits, as well as the Kitchen Garden Café and Gift Shop in the Visitor Center. They enjoyed
special events, from the annual Hidden Treasures House
& Garden Tour to the Maine Fairy House Festival, which
drew 1,000 visitors during each of its three days. They
attended the Kitchen Garden Series of dinners and demonstrations and participated in record numbers in educational programs for all ages. More events and programs are on
the schedule for 2008.
Already popular with the younger set are CMBG’s many
entertaining classes, the shorefront Fairy House Village
where children can construct homes for the wee folk, and
weekly Storytime in the Forest sessions. With a helping
hand from skilled planners and educators, the Bibby and
Harold Alfond Children’s Garden will enable the gardeners of the future to experience the best of nature through
exploration, learning — and fun.
CMBG, open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily year-round, is on
Barters Island Road, 10 miles from Route 1 and a mile from
the Boothbay common. To learn more about the new Children’s Garden, CMBG in general, and the schedule of events
and programs, call 633-4333, or visit www.mainegardens.org.
Gifts of all sizes towards the Harold Alfond Foundation
Challenge Grant will be accepted. Donations can be made by
visiting www.mainegardens.com, in person at the CMBG Visitor Center, by sending a check payable to Coastal Maine
Botanical Gardens Challenge Grant at P.O. Box 234, Boothbay ME 04537, or by calling the gardens with a credit card
number. Any donors who would like to learn about naming
opportunities may call Heffernan at 633-4333.

Children’s
Garden Prompts
$1.5 Million
Challenge

TOM FENCE

Rte. 1 • Warren • 273-1000 • 1-800-360-4866
www.tomfence.com

6WLFNVDQG6WRQHV

The design for the children’s garden at Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens (CMBG) in Boothbay is ready
and waiting for funds to start construction. Thanks to a challenge grant
from the Harold Alfond Foundation,
this major project at Maine’s first and
only botanical garden is a giant step
closer to becoming a reality.
If donors contribute a total of $1.5
million, the foundation will match all cash gifts, dollar for
dollar, up to $1.5 million. Staff members and volunteers,
including Robbie Roberts, president of the board of directors; past president John Giles, who chairs the Capital Campaign Committee; and Ray Egan, chair of the Leadership
Gifts Committee, are mustering all the nonprofit organization’s resources to succeed in raising these funds. With construction scheduled to begin this season and incentives built
into the terms of the challenge, the sooner the funds are
raised, the better.
“To receive this challenge from one of Maine’s largest foundations is fabulous news, but we need to earn it,” says Giles.
“We’re confident that the prospect of this exciting garden,
and the idea of the enjoyment and educational opportunities
children and their families will derive from it, will encourage people to contribute and help us meet the challenge.”
Of the amount raised through the Harold Alfond Foundation challenge grant, $500,000 will go into a dedicated
endowment for programs and maintenance associated with
the garden.
The design of the Bibby and Harold Alfond Children’s Garden, as it will be officially named, is largely the work of
renowned landscape architect Herb Schaal of EDAW in Fort
Collins, Colorado. Schaal, a fellow in the American Society
of Landscape Architects, has created numerous award-winning children’s garden designs in his career, but the one at the
gardens in Boothbay is perhaps his most ambitious to date.
The garden is planned around the theme of children’s literature, but with a Maine accent. Works by beloved authors
with a connection to the state — E.B. White, Barbara
Cooney, Robert McCloskey and many others — will be represented with features such as a giant spider’s web (Charlotte’s Web), a lupine meadow (Miss Rumphius) and blueberry islands (Blueberries for Sal). Each facet of the garden
will present a way for children to learn while they play
and interact with nature in a safe environment.
The Children’s Garden also contains a special learning area
that will offer children and others the chance to have fun while
digging in the dirt and learning how to garden, from sowing
seeds to harvesting plants. There will be plenty of hands-on
learning opportunities specifically planned to appeal to children. The late Bibby Alfond was known for her love of gardens and gardening, and she and her husband, the late Harold
Alfond, began a tradition of supporting youth programs that
the \foundation continues today.
CMBG executive director Maureen Heffernan, who
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AWNING
SEASON HAS BEGUN
Need to spiff-up your storefront?
Beautiful Sunbrella fabrics say welcome.
Custom Logos • Lettering • Installation

Residential Retractable Awnings for your deck.
The perfect solution for entertaining & sun protection.
Visit our newly renovated showroom.

Barnes Custom WindowTreatments
800-310-6830 or 273-4093
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Keeper’s Cottage with
Wildflower Sod Roof

Scrounged
Stone
Planter from Path
Area

1/2 Mile from Junction of Rtes. 1 & 90 in Warren

Outhouse
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Composting
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Cottage Garden
Annuals and
Perennials
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Early Buy Saves You Money On Two Hot Wood Alternatives
Both BioBricks and Envi Blocks are packaged
for clean, convenient, easy handling.
No mess in your living room!
Delivery
Single Pallet.......$299
Available
2 or More.........$285 each

Sale Ends
Soon

DON'T WAIT!
st
Large in the
y
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t
Invenid-Coast
M

Because of the volatile market - Prices are subject to change - Sale ends 6-30-08• ACT NOW!

Full Line, Free Estimates

COMPARE OUR PRICES TO ANYONE’S!!!
Including the Big Box Stores!
104 Park St., Rockland • 594-2000
Mon.-Fri. 8 am - 5 pm • Sat. 9 am - 2 pm

s r

r
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Damariscotta Hardware

Stove Center

423 Main Street, Damariscotta
1-888-593-3428 • 563-3428
http://scotty.doitbest.com

THE FREE PRESS REAL ESTATE/HOME & GARDEN SECTION

,

Thursday, April 24, 2008

15

ERA® Cousens Realty, LLC
596-6433
15 Payne Ave., Rockland, Maine

Visit us at www.eracousens.com

Having a financial
plan is a good idea.
Home Equity Line of Credit

Having a home equity 4.99% APR*
12-month fixed introductory rate**
could make the plan
Variable rate after introductory set to Prime
even better.

Currently

5.25%

Well-maintained country, fireplaced
ranch on 9.62 spacious acres boasting a
16x30 barn/storage building and an
above-ground heated pool. New fencing,
new septic. Union $219,500

3 Br, 1.5 baths and a ROW to the
ocean combine with a new septic,
new windows, new doors & a new
heat system to make this home a winner in Owls Head $191,000

Remarkable 4.3 +/- acres w/spectacular
views of Rockland’s inner harbor to the
Camden Hills. Bold 795 +/- ft. of deepwater w/a small private pebble beach.
Seasonal cottage. Owls Head
$1,250,000

Unique offering w/4 acres consisting
of 4 units. There is a 2 BR cottage,
owner’s quarters on the 1st floor & a 2
BR & a 1 BR unit on the 2nd floor.
This is a large home which could be
converted to single family living. 2
septic systems. Cushing $369,000

Designed for immediate living
w/room to grow, this home has 1.4
acres, lots of cabinets & counters in
the kitchen, & a useable basement.
Convenient to Augusta & the coast!
Jefferson $181,750

1981 Burlington SW with a 14 x 44
addition and a large deck. There’s a
great detached 24 x 24 garage and a
private rear yard. Country setting in
Cushing $129,777

Pleasant village location with some
river views & a 3 BR, 2 bath home
w/a large attached barn, recent
kitchen & metal roof. Warren
$199,000

Location, location, location! This spacious 4 BR, 2 bth home w/rear deck
on a serene 3.9 acres is close to town
but has the feel of being in the country! This is a log home built in 1999;
ready to move in, just bring the suitcases! Vinalhaven $395,000

Soil tested and ready for your new
home. Corner lot offers easy access
& interesting river views. Southern
exposure in a quiet country lane
location. South Thomaston $59,750

This is a 2 unit or can be returned to
single family home. There are original
pressed tin ceilings throughout, appliances & bathroom fixtures in 2 apts.
are 2-3 years old & the furnace is 7
years old. Long-term tenants.
Rockland $149,900

FRESHWATER CAPE has had a lot of
renovations and is ready for you to
enjoy. Features include three bedrooms,
twin parlors and kitchen with antique
wood cookstove. The attached barn
awaits your horse. On a very attractive
4 acres gently sloping to 100 feet of
beach. Swanville $359,900

Quietly perched on a 1 acre knoll,
this 3 BR home features really nice
landscaping and lots of privacy.
Room for the kids and the pets to
roam! Warren $148,000

APR

s .O ANNUAL FEE
s 5P TO  OFF CLOSING COSTS

With a low interest rate and the flexibility
of borrowing only as much as you need,
a Home Equity Line of Credit allows you
to be in control of your financial plan.

Apply today at your
local branch or call
800-860-8821.
Member FDIC

* APR (Annual Percentage Rate). Limited time promotional offer available only on new lines of credit of $25,000 or more. A
Camden National Bank Checking account is required. ** After the initial 12 months of the fixed interest rate of 4.99% APR
(Annual Percentage Rate), the non-discounted variable interest rate will equal the highest domestic “prime rate” published in
the Wall Street Journal. Loan-to-value ratio not to exceed 80%. Prepayment penalty of $500 if closed within 3 years. Eligible
properties include primary residences and true second homes only; mobile homes and seasonal cottages are excluded from
this offer. Property insurance required. Interest may be tax deductible; please consult your tax advisor. Other terms and conditions may apply. Loan products are available to qualified applicants who meet the Bank’s current loan underwriting guidelines.
Offer good on applications taken between 04/01/08 and 05/31/08.

CamdenNational.com
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Easy Gardens
Anyone Can Make
— by Lee Reich

This proven strategy for starting a new garden emulates
Mother Nature, with light mulching and minimal soil disturbance. The beauty of this system is that your vegetable
transplants and seeds can go into the ground just as soon as
you’ve covered the newspaper with compost and wood chips
— voilà, instant garden!

A Family Project
When my brother Andrew and his family moved to their
new suburban home about a decade ago, his first question
was, “Where do I put a vegetable garden?”
The sunniest area of the mostly shaded yard was right
outside the front door — not the usual place for a vegetable
garden in the ’burbs. A blacktop driveway wound around
a 25-foot-wide circle of lawn before heading straight back
out to the street through a grove of shade trees — this patch
of lawn was the perfect location for a small garden.
We began the garden in an unconventional way — one
that was quick and easy, and prevented future weed problems. The crux of the system is to preserve the good soil
structure generally found beneath lawns and meadows, and
avoid exposing buried weed seeds to the light and air they
need to sprout, while snuffing out seedlings from blownin weed seeds. And here’s the best news: it can be used just
about anywhere.

Voilà! Instant Garden
After laying out the boundaries of the 16-by-16-foot
garden area, the first step was to kill the grass. The easiest way to do this was to cover the ground with a few layers of overlapped wet newspaper so no weed shoots could
poke through. The newspaper smothered the grass, which
died and rooted in place along with the newspaper itself.
The first season, roots from vegetable plants grow down
into the ground through the wetted newspaper.
After the newspaper was in place, permanent paths and
planting beds were laid out. Most gardens need to be tilled
annually to loosen the soil and offset compaction from walking and rolling wheelbarrows or tractors over the ground.
Establishing permanent paths and planting beds avoids compaction and makes tilling unnecessary. Another advantage
of permanent beds is that seeds or transplants can be planted much closer together than in conventional gardens, which
need enough space between each row to allow you to till,
walk or hoe.
Next, we shoveled a 2-inch-deep layer of wood chips —
free from a local arborist — into the paths, which were 18
inches wide. One path runs down the middle of the garden
perpendicular to the other paths and is wider to accommodate a garden cart.
In the 36-inch-wide planting beds, we slathered on a 2inch layer of weed-free compost. Compost provides the
nutrient- and humus-rich medium needed by intensively
grown vegetables.
To eke out maximum production from this little plot of
land, drip irrigation was installed. The drip system will bring
water directly to the vegetables, which conserves water and
discourages weed growth along paths. A timer at a nearby
hose spigot turns the water on six times a day at a slow drip,
but for only five minutes each time.
The beauty of this system for beginning a garden is that
your vegetable transplants and seeds can go into the
ground just as soon as you’ve covered the newspaper with
compost and wood chips. Where one day there had been
an expanse of grass, the next day there was a garden with
plants already in the ground!

The gardening season in their area begins each March,
when the wood chips in the paths and the compost in the
planting beds need replenishing. Because the garden is planted so intensively, it’s wise to also sprinkle a little fertilizer
on with the compost, which works best when laid down
about an inch deep.
Planting is easy and timely. A beautiful aspect of this gardening system is that all you have to do to plant is open up a furrow in the soft compost and drop in the seeds. The conventional approach, by contrast, would involve turning over the ground,
then raking before even one seed was dropped in the ground.
This garden also gets special treatment at the other end of
the growing season, as the harvest winds down. As each crop
is finished, they remove only the tops of the plants and any
large roots. Leaving finer roots to rot away makes the soil crumbly, with channels for air and water. It also readies the soil for
the next crop, either right away — with late cucumbers following early peas, for example — or the following spring.
Weeds do occasionally appear, but they can actually help
improve your soil, if you just remove the tops and large
roots. Overall, weeding chores in this kind of garden are
inconsequential. Minimal weeding is the result of not tilling, maintaining a thin mulch of compost in the beds and
chips in the paths, and using drip irrigation to only water
the crops, not the paths.
Beyond that, there’s little to do except harvest and enjoy
the garden. From midsummer on, this 16-by-16-foot space

Homeowners find
man-made decking
is a smart choice

Planting flowers around the perimeter of the vegetable
garden helped it blend into the front yard.
PHOTO BY LEE REICH

supplies all the salad fixings and vegetables for the family
of four, plus a little extra to freeze.
© 2008 by Ogden Publications, Inc.

Artificial Intelligence
— by Vicky Katz Whitaker

That deck you’ve been thinking
about building can be yours, virtually maintenance-free, thanks to composites — a common
misnomer for several types of man-made decking that can mimic the look, color and feel of
real wood.
Available in a wide range of materials
including recycled plastic and wood fiber,
plastic, vinyl, cellular PVC or aluminum,
composites share one common characteristic:
they’re easy to keep clean with an occasional squirt from a
garden hose. That’s a boon to homeowners who don’t have
the time or inclination to keep a wood deck in top shape.
Though wood is still used in more than 75 percent of
deck construction, composite decks are becoming more
popular, despite their higher cost and exacting construction requirements.
“Man-made decks are a growing part of the market,” says
John Mortimer, president of the North American Deck and
Railing Association and owner of Sweetwater Decks in Tennessee.
Those looking to escape the annual cycle of cleaning and
repainting wood decks are not the only ones attracted to
composites. They’re also finding a market among owners
of seaside vacation homes and empty nesters.
Beachfront homes benefit the most, says Mortimer. “The
sun’s ultraviolet rays are killers for real wood and the beach
is where they are most intense.” A constant source of moisture, especially salty moisture, can add up to more maintenance. “Who wants to work on keeping up a beach house?
With a vacation property, less maintenance is always better!”
Some empty nesters prefer a low-maintenance deck to fit
in with a lifestyle that no longer includes children living at
home. “They want a new look, a bigger deck, shade, an outdoor kitchen, some subtle outdoor lighting, and maybe a
fire pit,” and, he says, “they want a real entertainment area
minus the upkeep necessary to keep a wood deck looking
and feeling good on their bare feet.”
Another prominent deck builder, Texas-based James
McDowell of Accent Deck Works, finds consumer demand
on the rise in a market that in recent years has been flooded

with dozens of new composite products and manufacturers.
But, he cautions, not all products live up to their marketing claims or warranties, making it more difficult for homeowners to select the right product. Whether you’re planning
to do it yourself or have a deck built professionally, McDowell strongly recommends that homeowners take time to gather facts, talk to professional deck builders and visit local
lumberyards whose staffs have knowledge and experience
with man-made decking products.
Mortimer recommends homeowners pay attention to the
color and texture of the finish of man-made decking. The
darker the color, he says, the hotter the deck surface will feel.
Fading and stain resistance are other factors to be considered,
along with local availability of the product you choose.
Installing man-made decking may not be for the average
do-it-yourselfer, McDowell points out. “Wood is very forgiving and may be sanded. The man-made products are not.
They require additional support, since they do not possess
the strength and structure that wood does — and no one likes
a soft floor.” McDowell finds that man-made decking even
handles differently. “We call it ‘noodle decking’ because
when you carry it, the ends flop like a noodle.”
Both deck experts suggest that if you’re bent on doing it
yourself, carefully follow the manufacturer’s installation
instructions lest you void the warranty. “Man-made products expand and contract differently than wood and this additional space must be built-in during construction,” McDowell explains. “While most decks are built to be level, certain
individual man-made decking products require a small slope
to allow rain water to run off and not puddle.”
© Copley News Service

“Your Country Values Store”

COMPOST
PONY LAWN TRACTOR
• 42" Twin Blade
• 7-Speed Shift-on-the-Go

Carefully selected 100% natural ingredients.
Exceeds USDA standards.
Aged to perfection.

109999

$

See our full line of
Lawn & Garden Power Equipment

$40 PER CUBIC YARD – LOADED
$50 PER CUBIC YARD – DELIVERED

At Union Agway We
Always Service What We Sell

832-4204
CHRIST LUMBER PRODUCTS
89 Hendrickson Lane
Friendship, ME 04547

Visit us at: www.unionagway.com

UNION
AGWAY

2179 Heald Hwy. (Rte. 17) Union
Mon.-Fri. 8-5 • Sat. 8-4 • Sun. 9-3
785-4385
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F

armers’ markets provide a link between
consumers and locally grown produce,
dairy and baked
items and meat
products raised by
nearby farmers. The
midcoast region is
fortunate to have many
WWW.DANKIRCHOFF.COM
small farmers’ markets
where shoppers can find a wide variety of food products.

Camden

Barley Joe Farm
Telephone 273-6154 • Route 90, Warren, Maine

~ Season Opening May 1st ~
Hanging Pots

Annuals
& Vegetable Plants

• New Guinea Impatiens........ .10"
• Standard Geranium
Hanging Pot....................... ....10"
• Fuchsia Hanging Pot...... .........8"
• Petunias
Hanging Pot...........................10"
• Fuchsia & Ivy Geraniums......10"
• Colorful Mixed Varieties........12"

• German & English Ivy
• Variegated Vinca
Many Varieties of Petunias

We can custom make your
planter arrangements

The Camden Farmers’ Market is located

Washington
The Washington Farmers’ Market is at the
Evening Star Grange #183, 31 Old Union Road off
Rte. 220.
Season: Early June to end of October
Hours: Saturday, noon to 4 p.m.

Belfast
The Belfast Farmers’ Market has moved to Front
Street, at the waterfront.
Season: May 4 to November 16
Hours: Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The Reny’s Belfast Farmers’ Market is in the
Reny’s Plaza parking lot at the junction of Rtes. 1
and 3.
Season: May 12 to end of October
Hours: Tuesday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m. to 1
p.m.

Islesboro
The Islesboro Farmers’ Market takes place at the
Island Lodge #89 on Main Road.
Season: June 21 to September 6
Hours: Thursday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Liberty
Liberty-Montville Farmers’ Market is next to
Peavey’s Store, at the intersection of Rtes. 3 and 220.
Season: May 26 to November 3
Hours: Thursday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Saturday, 8 a.m.
to 3 p.m.

Unity
The Unity Farmers’ Market takes place at the Unity Community Center, Rte. 139, 32 School Street.
Season: May 5 to November 17
Hours: Saturday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Boothbay
Boothbay Farmers’ Market is on the Town Commons, Route 27.
Season: May 17 to October 4
Hours: Thursday, 9 a.m. to noon

Damariscotta
Damariscotta Farmers’ Market is at the
Damariscotta River Association Preserve on
Belvedere Road, off Rte. 1.
Season: May 19 to October
Hours: Monday, 9 a.m. to 12 noon, June 19 through
August only; Friday, 9 a.m. to noon.

OPEN
8am-5pm
7 Days a We
ek

Pansies and Johnny Jump-Ups
Ready to Go!

Ready-Made Arrangements Available
Waldoboro

Route 90

2 mi.

Barley
Joe’s

Route 17

The Rockland Farmers’ Market is at the Rockland Public Landing off Main Street.
Season: May 17 to October 25
Hours: Thursday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Geraniums
Route 131

Rockland

Gift Certificates

Route 1

across from Tibbetts Industries on Colcord Avenue
between Union and Limerock streets.
Season: May 12 to October 27
Hours: Wednesday, 4:30 to 6 p.m., June 20 to Sept.
19; Saturday, 9 a.m. to noon.

“It’s worth the drive to find us on Rte. 90”
Camden

6 mi.

Ro
ute
1

Local Farmers’
Markets Open Soon

Thursday, April 24, 2008

Rockland

We appreciate your business.
Please come early because
we are limited in the amount
grown each year.

WOOD STOVE SALE
3AVE /VER 

Buy any Regency or Hampton wood stove or fireplace
insert and get a FREE blower (a $331 value) and up to
1 FREE ton of envi Blocks or BioBricks (a $299 value)*
Sale ends 5-31-08

e

Regency and Hampton wood
stoves are approved for burning
BioBricks and Envi Blocks

Main Street,
Damariscotta Hardware 423Damariscotta

Stove Center

1-888-593-3428
563-3428

r
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he perfected systems of the natural world support life,
T
nourish the soul and reuse everything in perpetual
cycles. By mimicking nature in home design, we can cre-

When you choose home furnishings, you probably already
select items based on their shape and function. Small chairs
with upright backs are useful for dining, whereas upholstered lounge chairs say “relax.” Keep function in mind
when selecting every piece of furniture.
4. Create life-affirming beauty. Nature knows the
value of beauty. Flowers have developed showy petals, bright
colors, tantalizing scents and sweet nectar to attract bees,
which are necessary for pollination.

ing furniture. Choosing sturdy, repairable pieces optimizes
resources and makes your investments last.
6. Follow the cycle of life. The grand cycle of death
and renewal is a wonderful teacher. Materials, organisms
and creatures live out their lives and are then reabsorbed for
another use, thereby perpetuating life. Nature is a closed
system in which there’s no waste: One species’ waste is
another’s food.
By imitating these cycles, we can overcome linear thinking — and the linear path of material goods from cradle to
grave, from manufacture to landfill. In your home, give
objects a second life: An old birdcage can become the base
of a side table, a fireplace surround can become a headboard;
a lace tablecloth can become a window curtain.
7. Think locally. In nature, organisms adapt to their
environment and develop a place in their unique ecosystems: Think cacti in the desert and broadleaf plants in a
riparian area. Picture shorebirds with their elongated legs
and narrow beaks — perfect for feeding at the tide line.
When designing your home, allow products and styles to
stay in sync with their surroundings. Use local materials,
designs and craftspeople to save shipping costs, connect you
with your bioregion and sustain your local economy. Look
to the colors of the region for inspiration. For example, when
choosing an exterior color palette, match the paint to the
soil, plants and landscape; use nature’s local know-how to
make the buildings part of the place.

ate healthy, eco-friendly environments that reduce waste,
soothe and energize.
Biomimicry (from bios, meaning “life,” and mimesis, “to
imitate”) is a design principle that seeks sustainable solutions to human problems by emulating nature’s time-tested
patterns and strategies. Follow nature’s wisdom and try these
seven design principles to make your home
more vibrant and beautiful.
1. Follow the light. Nature gathers the
sun’s energy efficiently, using only what it
needs to support life. Through photosynthesis,
plants convert light energy and carbon diox— by Deborah Coburn
ide into oxygen, which can be used by other
forms of life.
People can use radiant energy in their homes
through passive-solar design. South-facing
windows warm a room in winter by letting in
the sun’s rays. In summer, you can position
window shades to shut out hot sun; essentially, you’re mimicking the way leaves and flowers follow the sun’s movement.
If you install solar panels at your house, the
life-giving sun will provide your home with
electricity or hot water. You also can save energy by relying on natural light whenever pos© 2008 by Ogden Publications Inc.
sible. Recent studies show that people think
and perform better — and stay healthier — Rely on natural light to enhance the beauty and health of
when they’re in sync with natural light cycles. your home.
2. Make connections. In nature, diverse
organisms form webs of interconnections and cooperative
In interior design, use objects that reflect your
relationships. Ecological stability is a function of this compassions. Love music? Frame old sheet music or
plexity. Nature rewards cooperation with survival; species
leave instruments out for viewing and using. Love
that endure are in harmony with their environment and with
family? Hang photographs and memorabilia.
each other.
Love nature? Bring treasures indoors as the seaWhen this principle is in action in your home space, fursons change to remind you of natural cycles. Put
nishings depend on one another for visual impact. A room
sand and seashells in pretty glass containers in
comes alive with a mixture of patterns, textures, shapes, sizes
summer; fill vases with autumn leaves in fall.
and colors — all working together to create visual order. Keep5. Optimize your resources. Find inspiing the room’s function and focal point in mind, you should
ration in the resilience of natural things. Perendistribute the furniture in a way that balances the room.
nial plants put down strong roots that see them
3. Combine form and function. Successful organthrough the winter so they can return summer
isms have evolved to make the most of their environment,
after summer. Longevity is the reward for being
adapting their shapes to their ecosystem. A giraffe has a long
efficient and learning to do more with less.
Select items with more than one use: This coffee table offers an addineck to eat treetop leaves. An elephant has a trunk for feedSustainable interior design is also about doing tional storage area for books or magazines, and the ottoman doubles
ing, drinking and showering.
more with less. Consider longevity when buy- as a second table.

Mother
Knows Best

&RPSOHWH 6LWH :RUN
Call with
in
With this 10 days!
ad only

email: info@legacyhi.com

Legacy Home Improvements provides high
quality craftsmanship and materials at affordable
prices. We back those products with a no hassle
warranty, and take the guesswork out of
budgeting by offering guaranteed pricing.
Call or visit us at www.legacyhi.com
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*
0%
FINANCING
OR CHOOSE CASH BACK ON SELECT MODELS!
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Town and Country
REALTORS
14B School St. • Rockland, ME
bpendleton@tcreal.com

chrisstarrett@tcreal.com

Call Brenda Cell 975-0233

START DOING MORE TODAY. OFFER ENDS JUNE 30, 2008.
New Holland tractors and hay equipment do more with smarter
designs, innovative features and more comfort. For a limited time,
we have special finance deals that can help ou do more too!
During the Do More Spring Sales Event, take advantage
of 0% financing or choose cash back on select models.
Stop waiting! Get the tractor and hay equipment you want
and start doing more now. See our New Holland dealer today.
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Call Chris Cell 691-0233

Warren - Intown home with 3-4 bedrooms,
large lot, rear deck, new windows, and new
vinyl siding. $175,000

Rockland - Just rebuilt!! Fresh and new in
and out. 3 bedroom cape on a street to street
lot. Walk to downtown. $229,000

Waldoboro - Charming antique farmhouse!!
Handsome wood floors and original woodwork are just a few of the amenities. First
floor bed and bath, sewer septic system and
recent furnace. Barn and outbuildings, fields
and fruit trees! $185,000

Cushing - Splendid 4 bedroom, 4 .5 bath
colonial, 1st floor master suite, 1st floor laundry, formal dining room with gas fireplace,
family sized kitchen w/granite counter tops
and ss appliances. Finished daylight lower
level w/ fireplace and large attached garage.
R-o-w to Salt Pond. 10.6+/- acres. $449,000

Cushing - Spacious federal!! Just a few
miles from Thomaston. Period home with
small apartment. Nicely landscaped on 2
acres. $279,000

Thomaston - A Victorian on Knox St.! On
the national historic registry, featuring many
original mouldings, fireplace and more.
Attached barn, corner lot. $255,000

Liberty - A sweet retreat on 11+/- acres !!
20 x 24 camp with a 20x20 screened room.
Private get away or luxurious hunting camp.
$79,000

Rockland - Beautiful lake and mountain
views! Well maintained home currently used
as a duplex . Situated on 3.5+/- acres. 3 car
garage. $289,000

Rockland - Spacious colonial boasting 4
bedrooms and 2.5 baths. Beautiful hardwood
floors, formal dining room, family room,
attached 2 car garage, walk out basement.
On 2+ acres on the outskirts of town.
Privacy and convenience!! $259,000

Cushing - Turn key 3 bedroom home. A
contemporary ranch offering 2200+ sq ft of
living space. New wood cabinets, granite
counter top, new stainless appliances w/ 5 yr
warranty. Attached 2+ car garage. Private
and well landscaped 2.6+/- lot. $289,000

Ingraham Equipment
3 Knox Ridge South
Knox, Maine 04986
207-568-3245 1-800-236-4160
*For agricultural use. Offer subject to CNH Capital America LLC credit approval. See your New Holland dealer for details and
eligibility requirements. Down payment may be required. Offer good through June 30, 2008, at participating New Holland
dealers in the United States. Offer subject to change. Taxes, freight, set-up, delivery, additional options or attachments not
included in price. © 2008 CNH America LLC. All rights reserved. New Holland and CNH Capital are registered trademarks of
CNH America LLC.

Thomaston - Situated on almost an acre, a 4
Rockland - Commercial building! Located
in the downtown area, needing some renova- bedroom home with fieldstone fireplace and
in-law apartment. $199,500
tions. $120,000

Haskell’s Water Treatment
46 Farwell Dr.–Rt. 90
Rockland, ME 04841
1-800-244-4947
www.haskellwater.com
H2OGuys@AOL.com

Thomaston - Beautiful river views down the
St. George river from this 3 bedroom 1.5
bath home. Open kitchen, dining and living
rooms. Private deck and back yard. Walk to
town location! $189,000

Rockland - A perfect starter home!! Walk to
all Rockland amenities from this newly renovated home with 2 bedrooms, 1.5 baths and
open living space. Seller will contribute
$2000 appliances. $129,900

Brenda Pendleton
bpendleton@tcreal.com

Christine Starrett
chrisstarrett@tcreal.com

Office: 594-4455 800-310-6371
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W H AT ’ S I N
YOUR TRASH?
— by Paul McGurren
There are few things that bug me more on
a daily basis than a box full of mail I didn’t ask
for, don’t want, and have to haul for recycling. Solutions? There
are moves afoot for a national Do Not Mail Registry aimed at
the junk-mail industry, but, unfortunately, powerful forces are
aligned against it, and some of them may surprise you.
Chances are very good that you signed up for the federal
Do Not Call Registry that began in 2003; it’s been described
as the most popular consumer rights bill in history. I know I
did, and it has nearly eliminated unwanted calls. So why
wouldn’t that approach work for junk mail?
In 2007, 15 states had bills introduced in their legislatures to create state-run Do Not Mail registries. In the first
quarter of 2008, there are already nine states (including neighboring Vermont) showing an interest. In addition, a nonprofit called Forest Ethics launched its own Do Not Mail campaign in March of this year, and nearly 30,000 people have
signed their petition. Founded in 1994, the group’s goal is
to protect endangered forests. They have determined that
many of the 100 million trees that the junk-mail industry consumes each year, to produce 100 billion pieces of mail, come
from the places they’re trying to protect. When I read about
these efforts recently, I thought, “Great, it’s about time.” Then
I read more, and it appears that the new registry won’t be happening any time soon.
One of the predictable opponents is the Direct Marketing
Association (DMA), which calls itself the leading global trade
association for businesses and nonprofits that use direct marketing. They’ve formed a campaign called Mail Moves America (MMA) to stop the Do Not Mail efforts before they really
get going. They even mention the environment briefly, though
they’d be hard pressed to convince me it’s even on their radar.
The Washington Post reports that Mail Moves America is
working closely with the U.S. Postal Service on the campaign. The Postal Service is barred from lobbying, but postmasters are saying, and again, I’m quoting the Post, that junk
mail “has become the lifeblood of the U.S. Postal Service and
that jobs depend on it.” Whoa.
The Mail Moves America campaign also says that one third
of the Postal Service’s revenue depends on advertising mail
(a.k.a. junk mail). Well, I say that the Post Office needs to
find another way to make it besides filling mailboxes with
stuff that nobody wants and everybody hates. I’d gladly pay
twice the postage if it helped eliminate the junk. Do you know
anyone who actually looks forward to this stuff? And who
bears the cost of disposal? Not the direct mailers.
The DMA says there are already ways to opt out of unwanted mail. They offer a Mail Preference Service, but it requires
that a person opt out of each individual organization’s mail
separately. Then you have to opt out of credit and insurance
offers, and then DMA’s “member preference lists.” I don’t
know about you, but I’ve got other things I’d rather do with
my down time. Even if you did want to jump through all those
hoops, what about all the companies that aren’t DMA members? You get the idea — it’s just not an effective solution.
One objection to the Do Not Mail approach is that small,
local businesses depend on junk mail in order to compete
with the big guys. That has not been my experience in the
stuff I get. The vast majority is from multi-national credit card
companies that want to give me a great intro rate, then stick
it to me later. Or big insurance companies that want me to
compare rates, buy direct, then drop my local agency. Where’s
the concern for small businesses there? The vast majority of
local advertising I see is in my local papers. This is okay with
me, since I pick up the paper willingly; it doesn’t just show
up in my box.
Despite the obvious connection between junk mail and
endangered forests, some environmental nonprofits haven’t
supported the Do Not Mail efforts. The National Wildlife
Foundation, the Natural Resources Defense Council and other groups that depend on mail solicitations would rather see
a system where retailers voluntarily stop sending catalogues.
On an issue this pervasive, it would seem like these organizations would find a way to support the saving of resources.
And it’s not even their ox being gored. Proponents of the legislation say that, like the Do Not Call Registry, nonprofits
would be exempted, as would political campaigns and companies with whom a consumer already did business.
I’ve even come across objections based on the right to free
speech. Apparently, some feel that a corporation’s right to try
to sell me a product or service that I don’t care to hear about
via the U.S. Mail somehow trumps my right to privacy in my
own home. Well, it happens that in 1970, the United States
Supreme Court ruled that “A mailer’s right to communicate
must stop at the mailbox of an unreceptive addressee.” I guess
I’ll take Warren Burger’s opinion over that of the Direct Marketing Association.
Paul McGurren, a resident of Lincolnville,
serves on the Citizens’ Ad Hoc Advisory Committee
for the Mid-Coast Solid Waste Facility. He is also a
dedicated fly fisherman and occasional fishing guide.
His “What’s in Your Trash?” column appears
in the Free Press every other week.

Daylily Gift Cards to
Benefit Hope Fire Dept.
Bill Warman of the Maine Garden of Organic Day Lilies
has extended an offer to help the Hope Volunteer Fire Department offset some of the costs associated with the building
of a new fire station in Hope: Gift cards for daylilies can be
purchased at substantially less than the face value, and 100
percent of the sale proceeds will be donated to the Hope Volunteer Fire Department’s Hope Corner Building Fund.
The Maine Garden, located in Waldo and owned by Bill
and Lynn Warman, was started about 25 years ago and is a
life member of American Hemerocallis Society; the Warmans are also members of the Maine Daylily Society and
the Southern Maine Daylily and Hosta Society.
All Maine Garden daylilies are organically grown, and
each plant the Wymans hybridize is allowed to grow for
three to five years to prove it is hardy for Maine. The Maine
Garden offers approximately 1,000 different cultivars from
other hybridizers and as well as its own lines.
Gift cards are available in the following amounts: a $25
gift card is offered at a cost of $20; a $50 gift card costs
$30; a $75 gift card is $40; and a $100 gift card is offered
at half-price, $50.
To receive gift cards by mail, send a check or money order
made out to Hope Volunteer Fire Department for the proper amount to:
Hope Volunteer Fire Department
Att: Lily Sales
6 Hatchet Mountain Road
Hope, ME 04847
For further information about the Building Fund, call 5424873. For more information about the daylilies, call 342-5663.

ROTOTILLING &
PRIVATE DIRT ROAD
MAINTENANCE
Spring is here and it’s time to turn over
the garden and repair those winter
worn roads!
EARTH SERVICES
BERNIE SHAW, PROPRIETOR

691 - 4 46 3

Get It
Sold

Designer Sabrina Soto, star of the
HGTV series “Get It Sold,” knows a
thing or two about staging your home
to attract buyers and bring in quick
offers. Here are 10 of her best staging
tricks and tips for getting your home off the market fast.
• Make room for the buyers. You always want at least 3
feet of walking space so buyers can walk around freely.
Take our unnecessary furniture to free up space.
• Never have more than two kitchen appliances on your
countertops. You don’t want to hide them.
• Remove any area rugs on top of your carpets; buyers
sometimes assume you are hiding a stain.
• Make sure to remove all papers and photos from the
refrigerator.
• Turn on all lights for the open house, even if it’s during the day. Also make sure your shades or blinds are
open. The more light, the better.
• Do not cook anything in the house a few hours before
a showing and do not smoke indoors while your house
is on the market.
• Closets should always look spacious. Pack up seasonal clothing and organize the rest. You never want your
closets to look full, so less is more.
• Fresh flowers displayed at the open house make your
home feel inviting.
• Make sure your bills are hidden and not in the mail tray
and cleaning supplies are put away. It may seem silly,
but you don’t want buyers to think your home is expensive or difficult to maintain. Give them a sense of harmony during a showing.
• Change outdated light fixtures. They don’t have to be
expensive, and will give your entire house an updated look.
© Copley News Service

OPEN FOR THE SEASON
Saturday, April 26th
OPENING SPECIALS
Gift Certificates
Make mom proud give her more for your money

Bring your Memorial Day
Containers and we’ll fill ‘em!

9 Colors of
Wave Petunias

BURNHAM FARMS
www.myspace.com/burnhamfarms
Just
utes
135 Heyer Rd., Waldoboro
2 Min t. 1
R
(220 N. - From Moody’s, 1st hot-topped Rd. on Right)
from
832-6370

Open
97 Day 5
Mond s
ays
till 7
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Ol’ Buttermilk Skies
April is a month for buttermilk skies, soft milky evenings
when the clouds are misty and the light is lemony. I like the
skies and I like the beverage; ever since I discovered corn
muffins were better when made with buttermilk I always
keep some in my refrigerator.
Originally, buttermilk was the tart and tangy liquid that
remained after butter is churned. It was usually flecked with
tiny spots of sweet, creamy butter that didn’t quite make it
to the top to be skimmed. Today, commercial buttermilk is
made by adding a lactic acid bacteria culture to pasteurized
milk, most commonly skim or nonfat milk. After the addition of the culture, the milk is left to ferment for 12 to 14
hours at a low temperature.
In texture, buttermilk is like a runny yogurt and the flavor is reminiscent of yogurt, so I decided this weekend to
try substituting buttermilk for yogurt in a smoothie. A cup
of buttermilk made from
1/2% milk contains only
100 calories and 1.5
grams of fat, so it’s a
good choice for making a
healthy yet tasty drink. I
blended together one
by Georgeanne Davis
frozen banana, cut into
chunks (the addition of
frozen banana makes any smoothie resemble a thick frappe),
two large strawberries, 1 cup of buttermilk and a tablespoon
of honey. The smoothie was deliciously tangy, but slightly
salty. I wish unsalted buttermilk were available, but in general the choices for the drink are limited.
There are millions of recipes using buttermilk in biscuits,
cornbread and scones. Here is my favorite for a somewhat
reduced-fat corn muffin. Of course, a warm corn muffin just
cries out for lashings of butter, so how low-fat it ends up is
another story.

HOME

&
GARDEN

Buttermilk Corn Muffins
1 cup cornmeal
1 cup flour
1/4 cup rolled oats
1/3 cup sugar
1 tsp. baking soda
1/2 tsp. salt
1 egg
1 cup buttermilk
1/2 stick butter, melted
Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Grease or line with paper
muffin liners 9 cups of a 12-cup muffin tin.
Combine dry ingredients in a medium bowl. Make a well
in the center and add all wet ingredients. Stir just until
ingredients are combined. Fill each cup 3/4 full and bake
for 20 minutes, or until golden brown. Cool muffins in pan
for 10 minutes before removing, if you do not use liners;
the steam will loosen them and make removal easier.
This final recipe requires an ice cream maker. It makes
three quarts of ice cream, but I’ve cut the recipe in half
and still had great results. Originally from an old Sunset cookbook, it has great gelato-like texture and is both
sweet and tangy, great with berries or by itself.
Lemon Buttermilk Ice Cream
4 eggs, separated
1-1/2 cups whipping cream
1 cup sugar
3 cups buttermilk
1/4 cup lemon juice
3 Tbsp. grated lemon peel
1 Tbsp. vanilla
Beat egg whites until they hold stiff peaks, then set
aside. In large bowl, beat cream until it holds soft peaks,
then beat in egg yolks, sugar, buttermilk, lemon juice,
grated lemon peel and vanilla. Fold in egg whites. Process
in 1-gallon ice cream maker. Makes 24 servings.

Fresh, Local Produce Available to Seniors with
Fixed Incomes Through FarmShare Program
Seniors age 60 or older with individual incomes below
$19,240 (individual) and $25,900 (couples) are eligible
to receive $50 of free, fresh, locally grown fruits and vegetables this coming season through the Maine Senior
FarmShare Program. Over 15,000 seniors and 150 farmers statewide will be participating in 2008. To find a participating farm, interested seniors are encouraged to contact their local Area Agency on Aging (AAA) on the
toll-free line: 1-877-353-3771. The list of farms is also
online at www.getrealmaine.com/connect/farmshare/senior.html.
Participating farms throughout the state offer a variety
of systems for providing produce to seniors. Farmers will
explain their individual farm’s offerings to interested seniors, and if they both agree the system will work for them,
they sign a “share” agreement outlining the arrangements.
The supply of the $50 “shares” is limited and will be distributed by farmers on a first-come, first-served basis. When
a farmer’s available shares are filled, interested seniors will
be placed on that farmer’s waiting list.
Based on a variation of Community Supported Agriculture (CSA), the system is designed as a partnership between
the farmer and the senior — farmers need to be able to provide a wide range of produce, and participating seniors
must do their part by using their shares regularly through-

out the season and not leaving a balance.
The Senior FarmShare program, now in its eighth year,
is funded primarily through a U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Food and Nutrition Service grant. The program
serves seniors by providing access to highly nutritious fresh
produce, which many seniors find difficult to afford on a limited income. It also provides an additional retail market for
Maine vegetable and fruit growers who are paid in the spring
for produce they will provide later in the growing season.
The Maine Department of Agriculture manages the Senior
FarmShare program in collaboration with other agencies and
organizations, including the Department of Health & Human
Services, Office of Elder Services, University of Maine
Cooperative Extension, and the Maine Nutrition Network.
To find a local farmer, seniors can contact their local Area
Agency on Aging by calling 1-877-353-3771. The AAA
agencies can also provide information on other programs
available to low-income seniors, such as heating assistance
and other food programs. For more information, contact
Deborah Everett, Maine Department of Agriculture, 2877526, or Mary Walsh, Maine Department of Health &
Human Services, Office of Elder Services, 287-9200.
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LLC

J OH N S O N ’S A R B O R I C U LT U R E
The important trees & shrubs
in your landscape . . .
deserve the finest
arboricultural care & artistry.

TREE & SHRUB CARE

Specializing in Preservation
Artistic & safety pruning
Cabling/bracing • Removals
Planting • Fertilization/aeration
Tree protection during construction
Woodland paths • Vistas • Shoreland zones
Tree appraisals • Consultations
Organic insect & disease controls
Nancy Caudle-Johnson
Douglas N. Johnson, Sr. Arborist
Established 1994
Maine-licensed • ISA Certified • Insured

207-236 -6855
877-TREEKPR

Caring for the earth – one tree at a time.

4.

Taft’s Roofing & Siding
Get a Jump on Spring!
Free Estimates, Fully Insured
Established Since 1968

207-372-8939

372-0669

MACKENZIE POWER EQUIPMENT
875 Eastern Avenue, Augusta, ME 04330
(207) 622-4945
mackpower@adelphia.net

3 DAY SPECIAL * APRIL 24, 25 & 26

SALVAGE BY DESIGN
Look For Our Weekly Specials

25% OFF SHUTTERS
New Hours:
Tues. & Wed. By Chance/Appt.
Thurs., Fri., & Sat. 10am-5pm
29 FRIENDSHIP ST.,WALDOBORO
STORE: 832-6390 • CELL: 975-6880

691-6758

CELL PHONE

SOULE’S
ROOFING & SIDING
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

Call 354-7024
Ask for David

Tired of Raking &
Mowing Your Lawn?

23

99

PER
GALLON

Ends May 10th

Hydroseeding
Light Excavation
Mowing • Mulching
Complete Yard Clean Up

For a Free Consultation Call:
207.529.5000
www.customclosetsofmaine.com

AMES

Mon.-Fri. 7:00-5:30
Sat. 7:00-5:00 • Closed Sun.

SUPPLY

207.882.7710

Rte. 1 • Wiscasset, ME
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www.castlehomes.info

Legacy $66$

www.castlehomes.info

sq. ft.

26' x 44'

207-338-2526

74,900

$

TURN

KEY

Turn key price includes:
delivery, set, button-up, plumbing
and electrical inside connections,
trimmed inside and out and
the heating system. Range and
refrigerator also included.

IT’S INCLUDED!

We don’t play the “It’s not included” game ... and you shouldn’t either!

Off-the-grid living is just a generator and a tank of propane away!
www.mainecampsandcottages.com
18 Searsport Avenue, Belfast, Maine
207-338-2526 • info@castlehomes.info
Sold Exclusively by Castle Homes

The turn-key KATAHDIN includes:

The Katahdin
Starting at

$14,500

THE LEGACY
A 3-bedroom, 2-bath Ranch fully
finished including heating system,
range and refrigerator for only
$74,900!

Available options:
Loft, Bath, Lights,
Gas Appliances and
Extra Square Footage

Andersen Windows • Log Side Pine • Metal Roof
6' Pressure-Treated Deck • Advantech Sub Flooring
Therma Tru Door • Corabond Foam Insulation
Oak Cabinets and Stainless Double Bay Sink
Propane-Powered Appliances, Lights and Heating System
V-Match Pine Interior • All Wired for A Generator
Built in Maine with Maine Sourced Materials
by Maine Craftsmen

Visit our design center at 18 Searsport Ave., Belfast, Maine 04915

FORMICA • GENERAL ELECTRIC • MASONITE • SHERWIN-WILLIAMS • SCHLAGE

THERMA-TRU DOORS • ARMSTRONG • CERTAINTEED • GEORGIA-PACIFIC • MAXX

• ANDERSEN WINDOWS • MERILLAT CABINETS • MOEN • AMERICAN STANDARD •

TYPAR HOUSE WRAP • WILSONART LAMINATE • KOHLER • BROAN- NUTONE •

• TYPAR HOUSE WRAP • WILSONART LAMINATE • KOHLER • BROAN- NUTONE •
CASTLE HOMES BUCKS NATIONAL HOUSING TRENDS
offering customers a quality home that will appreciate in
value over time.” The Muncy home also offers reasonable
customization. Bishop notes, “You can save more than
$10,000, and often that is the customer’s priority.”
Bishop also says, “Our latest line is my personal
favorite, Camps and Cottages of Maine; it’s a line of camp
and cottage structures that can be configured in a multitude of ways including a green or an off-the-grid home.”
…
To further assist our customers we are in the process of
opening a Real Estate office, called Imagine Real Estate.
Lastly, Bishop says, “This is a highly competitive business at a tough time and we needed to get it right, and
I think we have done just that. Mary and I have worked
hard and put in some very long hours to reach this point
and we feel confident that Castle Homes LLC will continue to grow. We feel that way because we have put the
customer first and we have placed the dream of home
ownership within reach of our customers.”

THE LEGACY

strong.” Bishop goes on to say, “We purchased the design
center lot from Ricky Craven, hired more staff and have
changed out all of our lot models in order to have one
home representing each of the four factories we carry.
These four lines suit everyone from first-time home owners to persons building their dream home.”
The top-of-the-line or premier product line is Eco
Building Systems manufacturer of Oxford Homes. “These
guys have it all from quartz countertops, spa style his-andher bathrooms, custom cabinetry, and all of this in homes
specifically designed to be unique and personally
designed for that customer.”
The standard line of homes is supplied by New England
Homes out of Greenland, New Hampshire. They are the
nation’s oldest modular builder, having started in 1961.
“The New England Home is a solid, well-appointed home
that can be modified with custom features at a very reasonable price.”
“Our affordable or starter line of homes is supplied by
Muncy Homes Inc. of Pennsylvania. These homes are
designed to compete with mobile homes in price while

A 3-bedroom, 2-bath Ranch fully
finished including heating system,
range and refrigerator for only
$74,900!

Castle Homes LLC, a modular homes dealership located
in Belfast, much to the amazement and frustration of its
competitors, is selling homes. “We think we are doing
well because we have worked hard to bring together all of
the necessary ingredients that our customers are looking
for,” says King Bishop who, along with wife Mary, owns
Castle Homes LLC. He continues to say, “There are factories and dealerships closing throughout the State of Maine
and our hearts go out to the families affected by the downturn of the market.” Bishop cites customer service, quality
products, multiple factories, customization options, location, as well as co-ownership of a construction and earthwork company as key to Castle Homes’ success and says,
“We feel blessed we are able to continue and grow.”
…
“Today’s customer wants it all and we have made a point
to look at things through our customers’ eyes to really
understand their needs and wants.” Bishop also notes that
customers want stability, confidence, and security when
buying a home. “Buying a home is a very big deal and our
customers like knowing that our business is stable and
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SERVING MAINE FAMILIES
FOR OVER 50 YEARS

Ralph’s Homes

YOUR COMFORT IS OUR COMMITMENT

odular homes offer consumers qualM
ity construction methods that take
advantage of modern technology. Contrary

are built with more framing materials, and
multiple engineering methods have been utilized to fasten these materials.
Once the main modules of a new home are
to a conventionally built home, which is
assembled on the home site, piece by piece constructed in the factory, complete with
attached walls, floor, ceiland exposed to the elements throughout the Taking Advantage of ing, wiring, plumbing and
interior fixtures, they are
entire
construction
Modern Technology transported to the home
process, modular homes
site and placed on a perare constructed in segmanent foundation by a
ments (called “modules”)
crane. Depending on the
in a climate-controlled
size of the home, it could
factory by skilled craftsbe fully set on-site and
men
using
precise
weather tight in as little as
machinery and methods.
one day.
Before a modular home
Being constructed in a climate-controlled
leaves a factory, it is inspected by an independent third-party agency to ensure it meets environment ensures that a modular home
the state building codes of its destination. will have consistent, level floors, square
Built to withstand the rigors of ground trans- frames and virtually no errors in finishings
portation and being lifted into place by a and trims.
For more information, contact The Nationcrane, many modular homes are typically
built to stronger standards than convention- al Association of Home Builders, 800-368al homes. For example, most modular homes 5424, extension 8576, or visit www.nahb.org.

What Is a
Modular
Home?

The House
Always WINS…

BE the House!
Schedule Your New Home
Consultation NOW

Over 30 Mobile & Modular
Homes from 7 Manufacturers
on Display!
PLEASANT VALLEY •TITAN • RITZ CRAFT
• PENNWEST • REDMAN • OXFORD • PINE GROVE

Discover the Ralph’s Homes Difference!
Hundreds of Floor Plans Available
Turn Key Packages Available

and find out why this technology
might be the right option for you.
✔ Custom Home Styles
❑
✔ Shorter Timelines
❑
✔ Fixed Pricing
❑
✔ Built Indoors
❑
✔ True Quality Control
❑

Ask BOB BIRD for
More Information!

354-3600

Shoreline
Home Sales

Visit Our Home Site on U.S. 1, Thomaston

www.shorelinehomesales.net

TWO AFFORDABLE HOMES
Durant Custom

Waterbury

FOR PRE-APPROVAL!
Meet With A Mortgage Consultant Here Anytime
Saturday Or Weekday By Appointment

Come and See the Appalachian Lodge Log Sided Home

$79,900

$59,900

273-2610, Rte. 90 Warren

Special Pricing On Select Lot Models…Come and Save!
“Top of the Hill” Route One, Waldoboro
832-2036 • 1-800-675-2036
www.ralphshomes.com • email: buy@ralphshomes.com
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Leading you home.

We are here to help you with all your real estate needs.
Visit our Rockland Office at 25 Park Street
or call us at 596-0352 to speak with an agent.

Martin Cates
Broker

Buddy Carleton
Associate Broker

Carleton Johnson
Broker

Carole Leporati
Associate Broker

Carole Wright
Broker

Cindy Laurila
Broker

Ellen Bunker
Broker

Karen Anderson
Broker

Kerry Hall
Broker

Mary Bumiller
Broker

MaryLee Lynch
Associate Broker

Michelle Gifford
Sales Agent

Pam Gushee
Broker

Paul McCool
Broker

Sharon Tucker
Associate Broker

Our Mission Statement
Our mission is to provide our clients with a
real estate experience beyond their
highest expectations.
25 Park Street
Susan Smith-Riedel
Broker

Victoria Condon
Associate Broker

Visit our site for the latest listings.

•

Rockland, ME 04841

207-596-0352
www.jaretcohn.com

=

